
THURSDAY CAREERS CHATS 
 

Date of Session: __________________ Title of Session: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Alumni Presenter:________________________________________________________ Class Year: ________________ 
 
Title: _______________________________________________ Employer: _____________________________________ 
 
Notes from Session: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


	Date of Session: 4/16/12
	Title of Session: Careers in International Trade
	Alumni Presenter: Justine Badimon
	Class Year: 2001
	Title: Policy Manager
	Employer: U.S. Council for International Trade
	Notes from Session: Background  • Graduated in 2001 with a Political Science major and minors in French and Italian.• Went to Bologna during her junior year, her best experience at Dickinson • After graduating, she taught English in France and then did graduate studies in Toulouse. She also had a 6-month internship with the U.S. Embassy in Paris (U.S. Foreign Commercial Service (Dept of Commerce) – through which she worked as a trade assistant in the heavy industry sector and had many opportunities to work at international trade shows in Paris assisting US company exhibitors. • In 2004 she received her master’s in International Relations and Geopolitics at Institut d'Etudes Politiques (Sciences Po) de Toulouse. • She then went on to Paris for 4 years to work in market research, followed by a paralegal position at a law firm working in the international arbitration and dispute resolution department where she worked on arbitral cases primarily between former Russian states, Eastern European countries and foreign investors. • She moved to NYC four years ago, networked, and ultimately got her job with the U.S. Council for International Business (USCIB). The USCIB is a trade association that represents the interests of its 300 members (top U.S. companies such as Microsoft, Google, General Electric) on an international level – providing business input into the workstreams of international organizations such as the UN, OECD, G20, ILO and APEC, as well as communicate on behalf of the business community to foreign governments.  Her Work• Serves as the Manager for the China Committee, APEC Working Group, European Union Committee and Emerging Markets Committee--this includes planning meetings, events on specific issues, coordinating between staff, government, members and other trade associations • Coordinates work within USCIB's 20 plus substantive committees on regional issues and is the staff liaison between USCIB and other trade associations working on the same issues so that the business community has a louder voice on certain issues which create an unfriendly  business environment in foreign economies• Deals a lot with regulatory and market access issues especially with regard to emerging economies• Spends a quarter of her time travelling (others in her office travel more) – Paris, DC, China and APEC host economies – travel is very important in USCIB's work as staff need to monitor developments and participate at meetings held throughout the world, such as the climate negotiations and internet policy work.  To get into this field• Intern during the summers or while studying abroad at trade organizations specific to the industry and/or country of interest. Every industry and country has a trade association, business council somewhere. In the U.S, most are in Washington, DC. The best place to understand trade policy and find opportunities to work are primarily in Washington, DC or Brussels (for EU regulation), Singapore & Hong Kong (Asia).  Another place to start is within the U.S. Government through the Department of Commerce's Foreign Commercial Service, the U.S. Trade Representative (White House) and the International Trade Administration.• It is also great to set up informational interviews with people working in this field when an internship is not possible or there are no job opportunities. • If you choose the private sector route, meet with people working in the government relations department of their company. These are the people who Justine works with directly on an everyday basis in addition to government and other trade associations. • The more people you know, the better chance you have of succeeding in this field as the trade policy community is a small world.  •  Good graduate programs include: John Hopkins SAIS, Columbia's SIPA, Monterey Institute of International Studies and MBA programs with an international trade focus such as INSEAD. More information on USCIB:• The United States Council for International Business (USCIB) promotes open markets, competitiveness and innovation, sustainable development and corporate responsibility, supported by international engagement and prudent regulation.  Its members include top U.S.-based global companies and professional services firms from every sector of our economy, with operations in every region of the world.  With a unique global network encompassing the International Chamber of Commerce, the International Organization of Employers and the Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD, USCIB provides business views to policy makers and regulatory authorities worldwide, and works to facilitate international trade and investment. (www.uscib.org) 


