Inequality in Brazil mini Mosaic:

An Exploration of Race, Class, Gender, and Geography
(Sociology 236)

This course takes a critical look at the layers of Brazilian society that shape,
construct, and inhibit life outcomes in terms of in/equality. Students will be asked to
examine how the most fundamental elements of social stratification (race, class,
gender, and geography) function both separately and in tandem to organize
systems of inequality in the Brazilian social, political, and economic contexts. The
course uses theoretical and practical applications of stratification to evaluate how
social constructions of difference influence social institutions and social policy and
the effects they have in individual lived experiences. Additionally, class discussions
will also consider how the forces of racism, sexism, and classism impact the
attainment of basic needs, such as wages, health care and housing.

Students will have the opportunity to visit a favela where they will meet with
representatives from NGOs working in the areas of race, class, and gender and
have the opportunity to interview people at the grass roots level. They will visit

culturally important sites linking migrant communities across Brazil as well as have
the opportunity to witness Candomblé ceremonies of the Afro-Brazilian religion and
participate in capoeira, the Afro-Brazilian martial art. Students will also have the
chance to visit UNESCO world heritage cites such as Pelorinho, the old slave market
and the Catholic church reserved for slaves. Students will meet with faculty from
several Brazilian universities that will discuss issues such as affirmative action, the
homicide of Black women, the Black Social Movements, and Homeless
Workers. Students will sample traditional foods, hear and dance samba.



