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Spotlights on the Media in the Arab World by
Source: www.arabmediasociety.com

Alex:

1. Outrage Spreads in Arab World
Civilian Deaths in Baghdad Market Called a 'Massacre' By Emily
Wax

Washington Post Foreign Service
Sunday, March 30, 2003

CAIRO, March 29 -- A shuddering sense of outrage at President
Bush and the United States fell over the Arab world today as
television networks and newspapers reported a U.S. air assault that
Iragi officials said killed 58 people at a vegetable market in
Baghdad.

The anger was a clear sign that U.S.-Arab relations, despite the
Bush administration's campaign to win hearts and minds, was at a
low point.

The popular al-Jazeera satellite television network broadcast the
funerals of those killed at the market. It repeatedly showed pictures
of severed body parts and wounded toddlers bandaged and crying
in hospital beds.

"Those pictures have showed that America's war is not only
against the Iragi regime and the Iragi army, but also against the
Iragi children and elderly. How can we trust them now?" said
Mahmoud Sahiouny, 19, a Syrian computer science student who
lives in Beirut.

The United States has said it is investigating whether its forces
caused the market blast Friday in a mainly Shiite neighborhood of
Baghdad. But many Arabs said the bloodshed was clearly the fault
of the United States.

"This is a media war, and America will realize sooner or later that
we Arabs have a million alternatives now," Rana Khoury, 20, a
political science student at the American University of Beirut.
"What really hurts is when | turned to American stations, they
were talking about the humanitarian aid that the allies are
providing for the Iragi people. They didn't even mention those who
were massacred."”

The outrage was also felt in Syria, which suffered war casualties
when a U.S. missile accidentally hit a busload of civilians Monday
in Iraq about 100 miles from the Syrian border.

"I was watching what was happening and | found myself cursing
for the first time in my life," a 17-year-old student named Lama
told the Reuters news agency. "I felt |1 wanted to kill, not only
curse."”
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unweaponized. In his opinion, there is no such thing as objective
reporting and to say that objective news information exists is
flawed.

He states that although now news can be 100%
objective, reporters must never report information that they know
is untrue. Untrue reporting is the weaponization of the news
media. This includes Al Qaida propaganda on Al Jazeera, White
House statements linking Saddam Hussein to 9/11, and not
covering certain stories occurring in places like Darfur and South
Korea. Each day the media must make choices. These choices give
power to some, while taking power from others.

He emphasized that being entirely objective in media
reporting is impossible by giving an example from his experience
when reporting in Lebanon. He described how a Druze woman had
tried to organize a conference about the civil war in Lebanon.
However, no one could reach an agreement about the details of the
war. Including when it began, how it began, and when it ended.
There is also debate around whether or not the war was actually a
civil war, because there was Syrian, Palestinian, Kurdish, Saudi
Arabian, and Israeli involvement, in both direct and indirect
means. This explains why many Lebanese refer to this time period
as al ahdath. So, says Luyendijk, if one tries to give a general
account of an event with so many dispute details, one is therefore
weaponized by parties who share a similar perspective.

News reporting is seemingly straightforward, because it
appears that there are two sides, and a reporter can be neutral by
reporting on both sides perspectives. However most of the time,
there are in fact multiple sides, and it is rare that a side is not
excluded.

The author proposes two steps to move forward in the
face of the challenge posed by weaponization of the media. The
first is to stop trying to be objective. This leads to the second step:
news journalists should begin to include the audience in their
dilemma of deciding what to report. News reporters, the author
says, should admit they are biased, and continue on to explain why
they chose the perspective they did. In other words, including the
audience in news reporting, rather than just giving them
information.

“Death by Video Phone: Coverage of Saddam Hussein's
Execution”

By Vivian Salama

Issue 1, Spring 2007

The trial of Saddam Hussein was full of dram attracted a lot of
media attention in the Arab World. However in the United States,
his trial only received about of minute coverage daily. After the
official statement was issued that he was going to be executed, it
was necessary for Western news channels to consider some
decisions. These questions concerned ethics, and what parts of his
execution would be appropriate to show to the public. Middle
Eastern networks were concerned with stirring sectarian tensions.
Most networks decided to show enough coverage to show people
that he was in fact dead, but not showing so much.

Saddam Hussein was executed on New Year’s in the year 2006.
This coincided with the first day of Eid Al Adha in the Muslim
World. Because it was new years, American new channels did not
have full staffs. In addition, American journalists in Iraq were
restricted to reporting from the “green zone.” Therefore, they could
not obtain live coverage of the actual execution.

In the end, the most complete footage of the execution of Saddam
Hussein came from “civilian journalists” who employed new
digital technology to capture the event, and then broadcast it on the
internet. This raises a number of issues in the Media. First of all,
reporters are beginning to realize that they no longer have a
monopoly on news stories. Secondly, what are the ethics of civilian
reported? Are they bound to the same ethical codes journalists are?
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In Cairo, some residents with long ties to the United States said
that the bombing of civilians made them lose all hope that relations
could return to normal.
Some of the people interviewed said that they had hated leaders
like Osama bin Laden but that now they were ready to fight and
believed that attacks on the United States would be justified.
"For every man they Kill, there will be four or five people who
want revenge for this person's life. They can't just kill people and
have it be forgotten,” said Ali Sabry, 43, a building attendant in
Cairo. "America is our enemy now. They have millions of
Muslims praying against them every day."

2. A Window on the Arab World
By Mohammed el-Nawawy
SunJournal
July 23, 2001
Pioneer: Al Jazeera, Qatar's satellite news network, offers
something rare among the Middle East's media -- uncensored
coverage and a forum to freely discuss politics.
WASHINGTON - Al Jazeera Satellite Channel is the first 24-hour
satellite news network in the Arab world and the first Arab news
outlet that offers uncensored information and free interpretation of
political events.
Since it was started in 1996 by Qatar's liberal emir, Sheik Hamad
bin-Khalifa al-Thani, Al Jazeera has revolutionized the media
scene in the Arab world with its vibrant and lively debates.
The channel's political talk shows touch on issues considered by
Arab standards to be taboo, such as sex, polygamy, government
corruption and Islamic fundamentalism.
The channel airs interviews with Israeli leaders (something
uncommon in the Arab world) and allows its guests and viewers
who call in to its programs to openly criticize Arab regimes.
Although Al Jazeera, which means "the island" in Arabic, receives
a $30 million annual subsidy from Qatar's emir, the Qatari
government does not exercise direct control over the channel's
policies.
"Al Jazeera is the only Arab channel that provides me with true
news about the Middle East in general and my home country,
Egypt, in particular," says Yasser Ahmed. "I wish all the other
Arab channels were that brave."
Despite all its praise, Al Jazeera has also garned suspicious and
criticisms, especially by several Arab governments, which often
voice complaints about Al Jazeera's programs, which they say go
too far in criticizing officials or bruising Arab sensitivities.
Al Jazeera has its positives and negatives, but it has set the
standards by bringing news to Arabs from an Arab perspective.
Christopher Toensing, a researcher at the Middle East Research
and Information Project in Washington, says: "Al Jazeera has been
a real shock to the state control of TV in the Arab world. And the
source of shock has been not so much its news coverage but the
talk shows and the political analysis that these talk shows feature.
One of the most popular and debated talk shows on Al Jazeera is
The Opposite Direction, a weekly offering on which two guests
aggressively argue opposite sides of an issue. The intensity of the
debate has so offended some guests that they've stormed out of the
studio in midsentence.
Al Jazeera might offend some Arab governments, but it has been
well received by U.S. officials. "We recognize it [Al Jazeera] as a
powerful voice with a wide viewership in the Arab world," says
Greg Sullivan, a State Department spokesman.

Hannah:
The weaponization of news media in the Middle East

By Joris Luyendijk

In February of 2007, Joris Luyendijk spoke to a group
of journalists and social scientist on the weaponization of the news
media in the Middle East. He began by his talk by issuing a
statement about his opinion of the weaponization of the media. In
his opinion, it is not possible to have a media that is entirely
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about pleasant subjects are harshly repressed by the state. This
reality does not fit with the image that Dubai’s government has
constructed for the rest of the world of a modern, cosmopolitan
state. Dubai markets itself as a land where anything is possible
and opportunities for Arabs and Westerners alike abound. The
lack of journalistic freedom, if publicized, could threaten Dubai’s
future. So no one writes about it. Dana El-Baltaji is the
assistant guides editor for Time Out GCC in Dubai, but she refuses
to call herself a journalist. She is not allowed to talk about the
internal deliberations of Dubai’s sheikh and his advisers, the awful
working conditions that construction labourers suffer under, the
unequal status of women in society, or problems of alcohol, drugs,
and prostitution in a conservative Emirati culture. One of the main
problems with uncovering real news stories in Dubai is the current
relationship the native Emirati population has with the state and
with Dubai’s rapid economic development. As the city grows,
breaks world records and attracts global companies to do business,
the local population struggles to find a place in this new society.
Dubai’s rulers want to offer the kind of extreme openness
Westerners are accustomed to in their own countries, while
preserving a semi-authoritarian government and conservative
Emirati culture and tradition. Until they resolve these issues,
Dubai’s media will remain censored, unable to report on the true
social and political trends in society.

Katie:

1. “Politics and Priorities: Inside the Egyptian Press”
by Kenneth J. Cooper
Kenneth Cooper’s article from 2008 compares and contrasts three
Egyptian newspapers: the state-run daily al-Ahram (“The
Pyramids”); the privately owned Almasry Alyoum (“the Egyptian
daily”); and the Daily News, an English-language paper previously
jointly owned by the Daily Star of Lebanon. In critiquing these
three papers, he looks at several different aspects, including
censorship, domestic coverage, editorial priorities, sourcing, origin
of stories, and shared shortcomings. Specifically Cooper hopes to
examine how the existence of nongovernmental papers has
affected al-Ahram.
While discussing the different papers’ censorship, Cooper
emphasizes that although al-Ahram’s bias clearly comes directly
from the government, the other papers suffer from self-censorship.
Editors of the private papers mentioned that they would often
avoid saying derogatory things about President Mubarak for fear of
legal confrontations with the government.
Almasry featured much more domestic news stories than did al-
Ahram, as its main focus was the interests of the Egyptian people.
The dailies also differed in their priorities. Al-Ahram focused on
“education, health, housing, Islam, labor and culture/lifestyle”;
Almasry on corruption, crime, domestic politics, protests, and
sports; and the Daily News on business, the Gaza border, and
human rights.
Al-Ahram’s managing editor Abdel Rahman explained the paper’s
focuses by saying they were what “the Egyptian people” wanted,
hinting at the paper’s nationalist mission.
Almasry’s emphasis on conflict-based domestic issues suggested
that the paper saw its mission as that of a government watchdog,
more closely approximating the journalistic mission as seen by
American and British media.
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Irag’s state-run news channel was not amongst the news channels
that provided the most detailed coverage of the events of the
execution of Saddam Hussein. Rather, it was Al-Arabiya, owned
by Saudia Arabia, and Alhurra, a station funded by the U.S.
government, who capitalized on the event. This raises a question of
who has control over lIragi media. U.S. networks obtained some
footage from these two networks. However, no footage was as
graphic as that provided by civilian reporters.

Kathryn:
Arab Bloggers Keep Watch Over Government — And Each
Other
By Mona Eltahawy
In the Arab world, youth are increasingly using social media such
as Facebook and blogging to challenge dictators, who respond with
force and repression. As the author describes, “one man/woman +
internet = very angry dictator.” State-owned media companies are
usually distant from the population. Young people, especially
young women who are under-represented if at all in government
and private fields, are using the Internet to make an impact in the
media and catch the attention of those who have historically
ignored them. Bloggers and internet activists also use this new
form of media to expose government abuses and to protect their
fellow activists from harassment, imprisonment, and torture.
Egypt, for example, considers itself one of the cultural and political
leaders of the Arab world. However, this leadership does not
extend to internet freedom. When Egyptian youth created
Facebook groups to call for a general strike in support of the poor
and to protest against rising food prices, Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak’s government jailed many of the activists. In a more
positive development, when two Egyptian police officers tortured a
prisoner, they were convicted because of the efforts of Egyptian
bloggers in publicizing the video of the torture and of getting
international media attention. Recently, Egyptian Prime Minister
Ahmed Nazif gave a speech at Cairo University to urge Egyptian
youth to use the Internet to express themselves. A 20 year-old
student interrupted the prime minister to remind him that many
young Egyptians are in jail for doing exactly that. The student was
promptly arrested, and became a hero of the independent media.
He hopes to become President of Egypt some day. In Syria,
President Bashir al-Assad had openly encouraged Syrians to take
part in the Internet revolution. However, his regime prevents
Syrians from accessing Facebook, and regularly harasses bloggers.
In Saudi Arabia, one of the Arab world’s most repressive
governments, women are challenging the kingdom’s driving ban
using Facebook and emails to collect signatures and present a
petition to the king. In nearly all Arab countries, the Internet is the
only forum where homosexual men and women can declare the
sexual identity in relative anonymity and safety. In a world that
denies their existence, gays and lesbians use the Internet to declare,
“We are here.”One of the principal questions is why very secure
regimes feel so threatened by the Internet? And will this fear of
social revolution become a self-fulfilling prophecy?
http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/postglobal/mona_eltahawy/2

008/05/arab_bloggers_keep_watch_over.html

2. Picture perfect: How the story of Dubai’s other side
can never be told
By Dana el-Baltaji

The vast majority of magazines and newspapers found
in the countries and emirates of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) contain very little actual news. A typical article will cover
an official state visit, or a new real estate investment venture by the
government, or the opening of a gourmet restaurant. Unofficial
censorship is widespread, and journalists who do not only write
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3. * ‘Huge need for independent media’ in Middle
East: AmmanNet founder Daoud Kuttab”
by Lawrence Pintak

In 2007 Lawrence Pintak interviewed Daoud Kuttab, the founder
of AmmanNet, a public Internet radio station. Kuttab had attended
a conference in 2000 in Jordan, and the Jordanian Minister of
Information was bragging about the freedom of the Jordanian
populace’s access to the Internet. Knowing that Jordan had
outlawed private radio, Kuttab decided to utilize the freedom of the
Internet to start a radio station.
Kuttab chose Jordan because of its proximity to the West Bank and
its own private FM radio stations. He encouraged these Palestinian
FM stations to record AmmanNet sessions and re-broadcast them
in the West Bank.
Although the reach of AmmanNet was potentially global because
of its Internet base, Kuttab determined that the content should be
local. He emphasized the authenticity and objectivity of its sources
and stories, and the fact that it concentrated on the issues of
Amman. In this way, AmmanNet differs from Al-Jazeera and Al-
Arabiya because these stations focus more on regional news rather
than local issues in their countries of origin.
AmmanNet also focuses on different campaigns and additions to
itself. They have focused a lot on municipal issues in the past years
and started a program called Siyara (Car) FM within which they
feature a town-hall meeting format, talking to different people who
are angry about local public transportation.2\S s
Kuttab also mentioned the topics that AmmanNet cannot or should
not talk about. Constitutionally, Jordan forbids anyone from saying
anything against the Royal Family, so AmmanNet must comply
with those laws. More implicit is the censorship of any mention of
the mukhabarat, the Jordanian intelligence agency.
After the Jordanian Audio-Visual Law was passed, AmmanNet
could apply for a formal radio station license, which cost about
forty thousand dollars, plus twenty thousand more for the right to
broadcast news stories. AmmanNet’s FM station now broadcasts
Jordanian parliament meetings, focusing mostly on educating the
less-wealthy inhabitants of East Amman.

Max:
1.  WHEN AL-QAEDA CALLS
Arab Media Society by Yosri Fouda

Yosri Fouda is perhaps the most famous investigative journalist in
the Arab world. Though he originally worked for BBC Arabic, he
has in recent years come to work for Al-Jazeera, where he hosts a
show called “Top Secret”. He is also one of Al-Qaeda’s go-to
journalists for the dissemination of communiqués and interviews.
On one occasion, he was invited to make a documentary for the
first anniversary of 9/11. He received a call inviting him to
Pakistan, and after some deliberation, he went. There he was
handed off from one al-Qaeda contact to another, ultimately
meeting with Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi bin al-Shibh,
apparently the coordinator of the 9/11 attacks. There he stayed
with them for 48 hours, praying five times a day with them, and
gaining their trust.
As a journalist, Maass details how vital it is for a man like Fouda
to stay on the fence. He describes Fouda as a man who is like a
chameleon: he can blend in to any environment, from pubs in
London to mosques in Qatar. He is extremely well-renowned in
the Arab world, and is almost like a superstar when he walks
through London’s Arab neighborhoods. At the same time, he
cannot necessarily take sides in reporting or interviewing his
subjects. If he was extremely critical of al-Qaeda, they simply
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The Daily News’s priorities reflected its audience. As an English-
speaking daily in an Arabic-speaking country, it focused much
more on news items that were of international interest.
The sources the different dailies used also reflected their biases.
Al-Ahram mostly took government officials as its sources, while
Almasry mainly looked to the Egyptian populace. The smaller
Daily News depended least on official sources and printed many
more wire stories.
In criticism of all of the papers, Cooper points out that all three
featured very few articles on poverty or illiteracy, suggesting that
their main concern are more affluent citizens.
Cooper’s article, although ostensibly objective, obviously favors
the privately owned Almasry Alyoum over the government’s al-
Ahram and the English-language Daily News. The former falls
short because of its clear bias, while the latter fails because of its
small size and inability to keep up with the sheer volume of
original materials the bigger papers can provide.
2. “Government Media Face
Competition” by Ralph J. Begleiter
In 2001 Ralph Begleiter wrote an article on the slow realization of
Arab governments — particularly Jordan’s — that their multi-million
dollar broadcast news stations were suffering from a loss of
audience. Because of the newly widespread use of satellites in the
Arab world, the populations have access to transnational television
stations that provide more objective news. As a result these
populations have realized that their own national television stations
are untrustworthy, and they mostly ignore them.
Begleiter focuses mainly on the case of Jordan. He points out that
traditionally it was only the wealthy citizens that enjoyed wider
access to news. Now, though, satellite dishes are a common sight
even in Palestinian refugee camps. Now ordinary Arab citizens
have access to satellite-broadcast news.
The main issue with government-owned news stations, according
to Begleiter, is that the journalists employed by the state must work
for organizations without a clear mission and a small audience..
Additionally, the journalists’ salaries come directly from the state,
and thus self-censorship pervades these news stations.
One of the main ways in which these governments ensure that even
journalists they don’t employ will not slander the state is in the
creation of “syndicates”. These are essentially trade unions to
which all journalists must belong, each with a set of rules about
what can and cannot be published. If a journalist violates the rules
of the syndicate, he or she will be expelled from it and will thus
lose his or her job.
Moreover, these rules prevent Arab journalists from traveling to
Israel to report from there. Even Jordan, which has a peace treaty
with Israel, will derogate any reporters that attempt on-site visits.
As a result, many Arab news stations resort to broadcasting and
quoting from Israeli media.
Many Jordanian news stations will also take international reports
from Reuters and the Associated Press and insert politically loaded
terms into them to give the semblance of objectivity. For instance,
they will change “Jerusalem” to “occupied Jerusalem” and “Israeli
army” to “Israeli occupation forces”.
Begleiter concludes with the questions these Arab governments
should be asking themselves. Should their television stations be
privatized? Should the country’s leader control the news or should
it be more “national”, meant for the good of the populace?

Independent
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reading the texts he gives shows that al-Jazeera, for all its bias, is
still an immensely more detailed and relevant news source.

Monica:

1. “When Reality Meets Reality: Why Iraqgis Love

Reality TV”

by Brooke Conner
After the collapse of Sadam Hussain’s regime, television shows
based in the war in Irag became very popular because of the
freedom of satellite channels throughout the country. The channel
Al Iragiya broadcasts the controversial, “Terror in the Hands of
Justice,” where insurgents admit to acts of terrorism against
innocent civilians. The channel Al Shargiya broadcasts, “Labor
and Materials,” which is similar to an American show in nature. In
the show, families whose homes were destroyed by bombs in the
war are given new homes that look exactly the same as before the
attacks. The show, “Saya wa Sormaya,” is a competition show
where Iraqgis that are poor from the war compete to start the best
business. The real question is: Why do Iragis who live with the
terror of war every day, want to watch programs that highlight
these tragic events?
Some, such as Rashida Said Redha, who likes the show, “Labor
and Materials,” believe that these programs express the true
suffering of Iragis without making anything too pretty. It is
possible that many lIragis have the same feelings because the
shows, “Labor and Materials” and “Terror in the Hands of Justice,”
have more viewers than the show, “Iraq Star,” which is entirely
entertainment and similar to the show, “American Idol.”
The workers on the shows are in a lot of danger because of their
jobs. Zubeir has become a famous woman in Baghdad because she
is the host of “Labor and Materials.” When she walks through the
destroyed streets of the city in order to decide what family will
have their home rebuilt, she requires multiple bodyguards for
protection. Everyone who works for “Labor and Materials” must
wear an “Al Shargiya” hat so that army militants will not think
they are foreign journalists and attack them.
The most controversial show is “Terror in the Hands of Justice,”
where insurgents confess to their crimes and want forgiveness
from Iraqi civilians. The material for the show is provided by the
Iragi Interior Ministry but it is edited by the channel Al Iragiya.
Producers for the show aim to tell the stories of individual hit men
and show the insurgents in a different light. Most Iraqgis view these
captives as resistance fighters trying to prove their loyalty to Islam
and their country. In reality, they are misled opportunists who are
bribed with a lot of money to commit violent acts against Iraqi
civilians.
Iragi citizens have been preoccupied with the war for many years
now. It appears that the television industry has used that to its
advantage. Reality shows based on the war in Iraq are the most
popular in the industry.

2. “An Explosion of Racy Homegrown Entertainment”

by Eric Weiner

Less than 10 years ago people living in Arabic-speaking countries
were able to watch only one channel on television and this channel
was controlled by the government. However, since satellites have
been introduced in the Arab world there are now multiple channels
that viewers can choose from. From a hird’s eye view of the Arab
world, it is clear that satellites sit on top of almost every home and
business. Most people who have satellites have up to 200 channels.
Although the introduction of satellite television is a great
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would not come to him anymore or give him scoops. Similarly,
others would refuse to work with him if he showed himself to be
two-faced by being friendly with al-Qaeda in private, then
criticizing him on the show. As such, he must always be
sympathetic and make his interviewees feel like he is on their side
while retaining his outwardly neutral stance. He is, however,
extremely talented at this. During his time with the two al-Qaeda
leaders, he prayed five times a day with them (not his normal
habit), and made a point not to be too nosy into what they were
doing, as well as promised not to divulge anything that could be
used to determine their whereabouts.
In the program that he finally made for the anniversary of 9/11, he
completely dispelled the notion that the attack was done by Israel
or the United States. On the other hand, he hinted at the end of the
program that perhaps the US allowed it to happen. While this may
seem jarring to Western viewers, Maass points out that accepting
that 9/11 was committed by a group of 19 Arab Muslims is a bitter
pill to swallow for most in the Middle East, and as such the
program would be far more jarring for those watching in that
region.

2. WHAT’S HEARD IN THE STREET IS SPREAD
BY SATELLITE
By Marc Charney

When Marc Charney wrote this article in 2002, it was at the height
of the second intifada, when violence was killing a number of
civilians on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian divide. Charney
makes the point that Americans had only started hearing about al-
Jazeera a year before. In his eyes, al-Jazeera is similar to CNN in
appearance and style. That being said, he notes that the Qatar-
based satellite news channel takes a definite stance on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Charney references various semantic
differences in reporting on Palestinian attacks on Israel to illustrate
that al-Jazeera is clearly on the side of the Palestinians. He then
provides a number of excerpts, translated from Arabic by an
independent service for the New York Times, to compare the
reporting on events in Israel and Palestine between al-Jazeera and
CNN.

In the first excerpt, on a suicide attack that killed a number of
Israeli civilians in Netanya while Arab leaders met in Beirut, the
contrast between the two is stark. Charney does not make much
commentary on it, other than making short comments that imply
bias in the al-Jazeera report, and none in CNN. If one reads the
al-Jazeera report, it’s clear that it’s simply a stress on different
outcomes of the attack. Al-Jazeera discusses the attack, who
conducted it, how it was done, and what Israel’s reaction was.
CNN on the other hand merely describes it as an attack on
civilians, with no follow-up of reactions from Israel, who did it, or
why, and then cut to Beirut where they mention that Arab leaders
support Palestinian rights to self-defense.
In a second story, in which five Palestinian soldiers were Killed, al-
Jazeera claims they were executed while CNN says that there is a
scarceness of detail, so any conclusions should not be made. All
this makes it seem like al-Jazeera is inventing things out of
vacuum to criminalize Israel .Whereas the al-Jazeera report
indicates that five Palestinian soldiers were summarily executed by
the IDF, and then describes the breadth of the occupation in
Ramallah and other events happening, CNN merely says that it’s
too soon to tell what happened to those five Palestinian soldiers
who died, and subsequently bring on a US Army general who
essentially makes excuses for why they were killed. There is no
mention of anything else that happened during the day in the
context of the conflict, there is only an apologia for an IDF
operation that might sound bad to American ears. Charney’s
comments indicate that he thinks of this more as an issue of Arab
journalistic bias versus American journalistic vigor, but simply
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While Muslims, especially the youth, are using the
internet more frequently to express their ideals, it is less sure
whether a healthy dialogue is being created. Online conversations
can turn to angry accusations and insults, which do not help create
understanding and instead cause more problems. The sides begin
to see each other as unreasonable and can lose interest in talking
because they see it as useless.

2. Egypt's Opposition Faces Internal Dissent

by Jeffrey Fleishman in Los Angeles Times

Members of the Muslim Brotherhood, Egypt’s strongest
opposition group, have begun using the internet to share their
political opinions. These blogs were started for the most part in
order to criticize and comment on the president Hosni Mubarak, a
dangerous topic to discuss in the real world, though some of these
blogs are becoming an internal critique of the Muslim Brotherhood
itself. Now the Muslim Brotherhood is being accused of silencing
internal debate and critique from its members in much the same
way as the government is accused of oppressing opposition.

Mustafa Nagger, an Egyptian who considers himself a
member of the Muslim Brotherhood, keeps a blog called Waves in
a Sea of Change in which he challenges the leaders of the Muslim
Brotherhood because of their stands on tolerance as well as
women’s and religious freedoms. Nagger wants the Brotherhood
to examine its beliefs and think about them with the possibility of
change. He says that there is no shame in reexamining a position
and changing your mind on an issue after further study. He fears
that the Muslim Brotherhood is moving towards Wahhabi religious
beliefs and would rather see the group moving towards a more
liberal understanding of Islam.

The Muslim Brotherhood is viewed by some as too
devoted to religious doctrine and not concerned enough with the
people, and helping them with their problems. It is also a very
secretive group that does not have a history of showing its internal
workings to the public. Mahmoud Ezzat, the secretary general on
the organization has stated for the group that users of the internet
should follow morals while using the technology and also that they
want their members to express their beliefs while not being
insulting and being sure that their information is correct.

A recent concern of the supporters of change and

openness in the Muslim Brotherhood is the new platform barring
women and non-Muslims from holding positions in the
government, up to and including the presidency. Opponents of this
stance say that it is not a position that can be taken by a political
party because it is discriminatory to some Egyptian, though the
official Brotherhood stance is in favor of the platform.
This new group of bloggers is trying to show a different face of the
Muslim Brotherhood, one that is more favorable to the West. The
US and other countries do not view the organization favorably
because they see it as a radical and fundamentalist group. These
younger members want to show that the Brotherhood is in fact
liberal by borrowing tactics and ideas from Turkey, where religion
and government are separated.

Tabha:
1. Blogging the new Arab public
by: Marc Lynch
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technological advancement for Arab countries, some programs
challenge the ethics, morals, and traditions in an area that is
influences by conservative Islam.

Within the culture and society of Arabic countries, social
interactions between men and women are very controlled. Music
videos that are broadcast over satellite television have become an
escape from reality for many people. In particular, a young female
singer from Egypt named Roubi has gained popularity across the
Arab world because of her performances in music videos in which
she uses suggestive dance moves and wears controversial clothes
as a model and actress in TV commercials and she is now one of
the biggest stars in the Arab world.

Devout Muslims are not the only people that are against the
broadcast of controversial music videos and other programs.
Secular Arabs worry that the videos and programs will have a
negative effect on young people but the government does not have
control over the satellite dishes.

On the other hand, some shows are competition-based and allow
viewers throughout the Arab world vote on their favorite
contestants. For some people, this voting is their first opportunity
to participate in a democratic, free election.

Sara:
1.  Facebook reflects struggle over Islam’s role
By Jeffrey Fleishman in Los Angeles Times

The internet has become the new scene for debates
between Muslims over Islam and the religions role and place in
life. The social networking site Facebook as well as blogs and
other websites are being used by conservatives, moderates,
secularists, and others to share their opinions with the world, and
also with other people in their communities who they might be
unable to discuss ideas with in the real world.

Waleed Korayem of Cairo has created a Facebook
group for secular Muslims to discuss issues that they face in their
country and to open debate with other, more conservative
Muslims. While he is interested in conversing with other Muslims
and debating the differences in their beliefs, he says that many
people who oppose his ideas do not want to debate and talk in an
open manner. Instead, they want to tell him he is wrong or try to
convert him to their views of Islam.

Amr
Ali started his own Facebook group, We the Muslim Youth Can
Change the World. He is concerned by the growing number of
secular groups appearing on Facebook. He wants to change the
way people see Islam in other countries. Ali says people contact
him through his group accusing him of being a terrorist, but that he
tries to show them the real meaning of Islam. His site’s visitors
include a majority of young adults, and additionally higher
percentages of women than men.

Korayem and Ali have debated their opinions using
new internet forums, and regard each other as intelligent
adversaries. Korayem says that young Muslims in the Middle East
are using this new technology because they do not have the
opportunities to debate ideas in the real world. In Egypt in
particular, freedom of speech is strictly controlled, often with
severe punishments to those who express political beliefs. These
conditions have driven the youth to the internet to express
themselves, though it has also caused other people to turn away
from politics, where they see no hope, towards religion.
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on her cell phone. Fortunately Younis and her friend managed to
escape the assault.

She used the photographs to press charges against the police but
there was no response. This is when she started to print posters of
the interior minister and police commander, under which it said,
“try him.” Her efforts have not resulted any kind of response from
the government. She says that it was naive for her to think that the
Egyptian government would give in so easily.

President Mubarak was reelected in 2005, the state has lowered its
tolerance to criticism of the government. Thousands of Islamists,
activists, and bloggers are put into prison for voicing their
thoughts. Younis has great faith in “new media” and blogging as a
new forum that is less restrictive that allows people to easily
express themselves. She states that blogs are a place to bring
people together, build consensus and maintain freedom of
expression. Younis has become world renowned, foreign student
travel to Egypt to interview her. Currently she works as an editor at
newspaper agency.

Sourcel: http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-
East/2009/0105/p04s01-wome.html
Source2:

http://www.arabmediasociety.com/topics/index.php?t_article=34
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The author (Marc Lynch) seems to see a lot of potential in
blogging as medium of political change in the Middle East.
However he is hesitant to claim that blogging is the harbinger of
Democracy in the Middle East. He references several examples of
how blogging has allowed for publicity of election fraud and other
illegal political activities that are known of but is never brought to
light by the mainstream media in the Middle East.
The author examines several different factors that influence the
effectiveness of blogging as a medium to influence politics in the
Middle East. He first examines the demographics of blogging in
the Middle East. He states that there are approximately 19 million
Arabs Internet users and they are generally found in urban areas
and by in large part of the youth population. There is some
controversy over the exact figure of how many political blogs
exist, figures seem to  43600. Lynch states that a very small
percentage of these blog posts are actually in Arabic. The number
of Jihadi and Muslim Brother Hood sites and blogs are growing
too. Blogs are not mainstream media not everyone has accesses to
this information, in addition to that there are aggregators that filter
and choose not to include certain types of blogs. Not to mention
the filtering of websites by the government.
The Authors breaks down blogging into three large categories:
Activists, Bridges and Public Spheres. Activists are those
individuals who are directly involved in a political movement who
want to organize and disseminate information. These blogs try to
organize transnational operations such as the boycott of Danish
products. According to the Author the Kefaya movement began in
the summer of 2004 and by 2005 the movement grew to have a
large Internet presence with over 1500 Egyptian bloggers. The
Bridgebloggers are those individuals who want to address the west
and to explain their society and cultures. And finally the public-
sphere bloggers are those individuals who are not involved in a
specific political movement but have some kind of strife against a
domestic issue. The importance of public-sphere bloggers is that it
“shows political engagement by Arab citizens,” which is
important.
Blogs have now started to gain more traction in mainstream media
with such things as “Blogs: the new opposition voice in Arab
politics” on Al-Jazeera network. Egyptian newspapers have started
to refer to certain blogs for information. Blogs seem to be gaining
popularity as a new medium of exchange. However as we saw in
Iran it is easily shut down. We have seen that governments are
filtering or blocking certain sites, we find this in Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain and Kuwait. Blogging hopefully is that avenue that Arabs
can use to make Arab leaders accountable.

2. Egyptian activist takes fight for freedom online

By: Liam Stack

This article sheds some light on political activism in Egypt. Nora
Younis a young Egyptian woman, since 2004 has become active in
the streets of Cairo but also online with her blog. She utilizes her
blog as a forum to voice her thoughts and demands for political
reform in Egypt, such as democracy and human rights. She was
awarded a prize by the Human Rights First charity, for her
courage.

She was first introduced to the concept of activism through her
work with a TY crew in Egypt documenting the country’s
democracy movement. She began to meet important activists in
Egypt, and started attending protests and rallies.

Younis became a figurehead in activism when she started
publicizing how she and 30 other women were assaulted by police
officers. She explained how she and the other women were taken
out of the crowd to a parking garage; this is where government
thugs and police officers violently and sexually assaulted all the
women. Younis had the foresight to photograph the entire attack
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