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Greetings from Carlisle PA and the Department of Earth Sciences! 
 
 Itõs great to be writing to you all after another two years of interesting and exciting times at Dickinson College! 
Not only does the college now have a president who has frequently spoken publicly about the influence of geology on his 
judicial career, but we have a new tenured faculty member (Dr. Alyson Thibodeau) who is taking the reins of the depart-
ment chair for the next three years. Our two most recent additions to the ERSC department (Aly and Dr. Jorden Hayes) are 
dynamic and have added a number of new dimensions to our department and for our majors. We have continued to move 
the department in important directions over the past two years, COVID notwithstanding. Our majors now choose 4 of 6 
courses for their 300-level core department requirement, including two different geophysics courses (only one can count for 
the 4 required courses but of course many students are taking both with the second counting as an elective). The opportuni-
ties for our majors to take geochemistry and geophysics courses as part of our curriculum help keep these foundational 

sciences at the center of our educational planning. 
 
The College more broadly has now picked up the mantle of geospatial reasoning as a core part of its curriculum, 

and we have strengthened our connections to the program by having two different faculty assisting with the teaching of 
GIS (Pete and Ben). While we had always encouraged our majors to pick up this critical skill, teaching in the formal curricu-
lum is a new step to increase our involvement in this new and important, growing college program. While not integrated 
into the broader program yet, we also continue to expand our own remote sensing capabilities through the use in research 
and coursework of UAVs (a.k.a. drones). Both Jorden and Ben are conducting research near campus (e.g., the College 
Farm) and in more remote locations (Georgia, California, Chile, Iceland) with UAVs, and we will continue to expand our 
fleet in the near future with a move to a larger UAV with many more capabilities for training students potentially for gas 
collection, multispectral imaging, and possibly even LiDAR.  

 
In a similar vein, we also have positioned the earth sciences to be one of the on-campus cornerstones of Dickin-

sonõs fledgling masterõs program in Managing Complex Disasters (Marcus and Ben), which has significant potential for 
growth if properly advertised for the rising generations of college-graduates who increasingly understand the needs of 
our rapidly changing planet. We also are continuing to be one of the leading departments for the alumni travel programs 
(2022 Iceland Northern Lights trip led by Ben) and are continuing to be at the heart of the growing Arctic Studies program 
with faculty-led student trips to Iceland (Aug. 2021 and May 2022) and the Canadian High Arctic (July 2022). 

 
While we hope that COVID disruptions are largely behind us, we all know that these sorts of events are likely to 

occur on a planet with extensive global travel and increasing numbers of global environmental disasters. We developed 
many innovative ways to teach during the disruptions, including shipping rock and mineral samples to students and design-
ing virtual field trips. We are hoping for our first major disruption-free year in 2022-23, but we are now also much better 
prepared to respond rapidly to any future disruptions. For all of you who gave the college extra support over the past 
two years, I can assure you that it was much needed and well-utilized by our department! Our lab technician Rob Dean 
was indispensable in preparing materials to be sent across the country over the past year, reminding us how lucky we are 
to have dedicated help!! Deb Peters quickly transitioned to running our on-line department meetings and kept us all orga-
nized from her South Mountain retreat, which we desperately needed. So as a well-trained team should do, we pulled 
together to help one another through the COVID challenges for our students and earth science majors. 

 
Things to look forward to in the coming year:  

Prof. Edwards completing his second stint as department chair as of 1 July 2022! 

A full-return to in-person classes and fieldtrips! 
Our 10 year departmental review, for which we will be seeking alumni input in the coming monthsé 
 
With best wishes to all of you for your health and happiness, Ben 

The Dickin-stone-ian 
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The August 2021 Globally Integrated Study 
program took 8 students, all of whom had tak-
en ERSC 250 Introduction to Arctic Studies in 
Spring 2021, to Iceland for 10 days. High-
lights of the trip included seeing Gigjökull glac-
ier, puffins, hiking at Kerlingarfjall, and the 
active Geldingadalur lava flow at Fagradals, 
on the Reykjanes Peninsula. 


