Advising For Juniors
By the time students are in their junior year, they will have declared a major.  Many students will be off-campus some time during their junior year.

For Juniors in Study Abroad programs

Advisors generally hear very little from their advisees who study abroad during their junior year.  If the student is enrolled in a Dickinson program, the program director will serve as the advisor for most situations.  Never hesitate to send greetings and best wishes to your students abroad – they generally appreciate hearing from the Dickinson campus.  Following the study abroad experience, advisees often need to be reminded to complete the “Enrollment in Another Institution” form to request appropriate courses be transferred to Dickinson.

For Juniors who remain on campus

These juniors have different opportunities than those who are abroad.  Depending on their major they should be encouraged to take advantage of the many resources available to them beyond Dickinson through internships, and off-campus programs (e.g. CPC exchange programs in the consortium, Washington, D.C.).

September

· Welcome your advisees back.  If your department has special meetings with majors, make sure they know about it and feel welcome – connecting with their peers is an important academic and social element for your recently declared majors.

· Encourage juniors to consider the leadership opportunities on campus that are available to them in campus activities, within your academic department, and clubs or student groups related to your academic discipline.
October

· October is advising month and although juniors no longer need to have an Alternate PIN for Course Request Period, encourage them to come by to discuss where they are meeting their degree requirements as well as planning out the remaining courses for their major.
· If they haven’t printed off a “degree evaluation” since last semester, ask them to bring that document to their appointment with you.
· Remember to review where they are in the major AND other requirements – particularly completing their language courses, lab sciences, and PE classes.
· If any of your advisees have received a “U” grade at Roll Call ask them to come see you to discuss their strategies for improving their performance in the class.  They should also meet with the professor who assigned the “U” grade.  It is especially important to remind students whose GPAs are between 2.0 – 2.4 that they must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.00 to remain in good academic standing.

     Advising For Juniors
November / Early December

· Let your advisees know that you are available to answer questions or discuss class options during Schedule Adjustment Period.
Late February / Early March

· March is advising month and your advisees should print off another “degree evaluation” so they have the most complete and up-to-date information before requesting courses for the senior year.
· If appropriate, advisees who have a cumulative GPA of at least 3.5 should be encouraged to explore graduate fellowships and awards listed on the Advising website for scholarship programs appropriate for their interest and background.

· If your advisee will not have at least 24 credits by the end of this term, suggest that he/she consider taking one or more summer school courses – either at Dickinson or at another institution.  Remind your advisee to fill out the Enrollment at Another Institution form (from Registrar’s web site) and get the appropriate signatures before taking classes at another institution to ensure that the course work will transfer back (only grades of C or above will receive Dickinson credit).

· Your role as an advisor in the major also includes helping students think through the opportunities ahead of them.  Encourage appropriate students to consider graduate school and start thinking about taking the GRE exams.

