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Dickinson College  

Carpetbag in hand, I arrived to 

chair WGST in January; 

WGST is the third depart-

ment Iõve chaired this year.  

Professor Feldman ably 

chaired WGST in fall õ08. I 

caught up with all her impres-

sive accomplishments, includ-

ing the revision of our WGST 

program and its renaming, as 

well as her meticulous track-

ing of this yearõs graduating 

seniors.   

And congratulations to Prof. 

Gilmore on her ascension to 

chair of the WGST depart-

ment, beginning next fall.  We 

anticipate a smooth transition 

of power and bonuses for Hill 

and Feldman.    

As you may recall from our 

spring newsletter last year, 

those of us who have been 

longtime contributors to the 
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 womenõs studies program --  

along with Prof. Farrell who has 

functioned as Womenõs Studies 

Chair for life since her arrival in 

1991 -- decided the time was 

right to change the programõs 

name.  The change from 

Womenõs Studies to Womenõs 

and Gender Studies is a nod 

both to our departmentõs his-

tory, founded with a focus on 

women that was very contro-

versial when first proposed in 

the 1980s, and  to the expansion 

of the field to include the study 

of the spectrum of sexualities 

and genders within and across 

cultures.   

 

We fine-tuned other parts of 

the program as well.  We re-

placed the for-credit internship 

requirement with one for tran-

script notation to conform to 

college-wide practice.   

   

We eliminated the three-

course thematic in the 

major because courses to 

fulfill the thematic were 

not always offered on a 

predictable basis, a peren-

nial problem for interdisci-

plinary programs like ours. 
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by members of the Feminist Collective 

 

With the creation of the Women's Center as an administrative office on campus, many former 

members of the Women's Center Board together with other interested students started the 

campus's first feminist group, an activist organization striving, according to our mission state-

ment, "to integrate the study and practice of an inclusive feminism, one which recognizes the 

intersectionality of race, class, gender, and sexuality. The Collective intends to progressively 

educate the campus community by challenging the patriarchal prescriptions of our society." In 

our first year, the Feminist Collective has been the most active student-led group on campus. 

 

We opened up the semester with a hugely attended open house at the Feminist Collective 

House, which is the former Women's Center. This event was an introduction to our organiza-

tion. Keely Farley '09 led the group in spray painting t-shirts with feminist slogans. Our events 

later in the semester followed what we had done as the Women's Center except that we were 

more open to explicitly feminist programming. Our discussions, led by Jess Baverman '08 (fall), 

Caroline Radesky '09, Shannon Sullivan '09, and Farley covered activism, masculinity and men 

and feminism, the Pink Ribbon campaign, and third world feminisms. We also kept Clittails and 

the No Diet Day party from our Women's Center programming. The house was full for both of 

these events. In the spring, we had several very-well attended discussions, such as one on gen-

der led by Professor Laura Grappo, and another on feminisms led by Professor Megan Yost. So 

few people on campus actually understand gender or feminism that such events are necessary.  

 

During the fall semester, the Feminist Collective also presented the campus with an interactive 

display of multiple stereotypes and realities that surround feminism. The Tunnel of Feminism(s) 

was an idea adapted by Glenda Garcia '09 from the Office of Diversity Initiativesõ (ODI) Tunnel 

of Oppression, which portrays the different definitions of oppression through films, photogra-

phy, and other visual support. The Tunnel of Feminism(s) was structured so that one room in 

the Feminist Collective house was occupied by stereotypes that society utilizes to pigeonhole 

feminists into certain identities. For instance, we showcased the òman-hateró stereotype by 

having a cutout of a feminist stabbing a man. In the adjacent room we presented the diversity of 

feminism through a three-dimensional representation of intersectionality and a library of femi-

nisms with different books introducing the variety of ideologies that different feminist follow. At 

the end of the tunnel, visitors discussed their reactions to the images and we successfully dis-

cussed the many different aspects of feminism and being a feminist at Dickinson.  

The aspect of our mission that really sets us apart from the former student-led Women's Cen-

ter is our activist work. With the help of our advisor, Professor Megan Yost, we began counter-

protesting outside of an abortion clinic in Harrisburg. A group called 40 days for Life was hold-

ing "prayer vigils" outside the clinic 24 hours a day the forty days before the election. Mass was 

held on the sidewalk outside the clinic every Saturday morning. We came bearing signs with pro

-choice slogans like "Support Women, Support Choice" to try and show the clinic patients, 

workers, and the Harrisburg residents who drove by that we supported their right to control 

their own bodies. The employees of the clinic and the volunteer escorts (people who walk the 

patients into the clinic, shielding them from protesters) said we were the first people to ever 

counter protest, for which they were grateful. One member of the Collective even received a 

note from a woman in the cafeteria saying she had been at the clinic one morning we counter-

protested and she really appreciated our presence.  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Members of the Feminist 

Collective Clockwise 

from top: Katherine Veil 

õ12, Keely Farley õ09, 

Glenda Garcia õ09, Jessica 

Altshuler õ09, Shannon 

Sullivan õ09, Caroline 

Radesky õ09 and Diantha 

Jones õ12.  

A section of the Tunnel 
of Feminism(s).      

Concepts represented 
in this picture:        

intersectionality.  

Andrea Stone ô09 

counter -protesting 
outside Hillcrest 
Womenõs Health 

Clinic.  



Besides working in Harrisburg, the Feminist Collective has striven to be a leader in the cam-

pus community, primarily by encouraging socially responsible programming. This began with 

our protest of the Crush Auction, an auction of people put on by Kappa Alpha Theta and Phi 

Kappa Sigma in the cafeteria. We met with the people organizing the event before hand to 

express our concerns about the event's racist, sexist, and classist overtones as well as the 

negative effects it has on people's body image. The Feminist Collective, Students for Social 

Action, and African American Society protested the actual event, handing out fliers and hold-

ing signs explaining the problems with the Crush Auction. Though the event was unchanged 

this year, we hope that we raised awareness among students and faculty so that people be-

come more conscious of their programming.  

We continued this activism into the spring semester. The Senior Class decided to hold an 

event to raise money for Senior Week, an event they plan to make an annual event. They 

created a pageant for women called Lady Rush, mock-pageant for men, Mr. Dickinson. The 

Senior Class reached out to us for help with the event, fearing we would protest, but did not 

ask us until it was too late to change anything. After writing them an e-mail outlining our con-

cerns as well as publishing a letter to the editor of the Dickinsonian, we stood outside ATS 

with fliers and posters because they hung signs inside the doors saying "No Signs Beyond this 

Point." Though many people do not understand why we are protesting because they are un-

able or unwilling to come to discussions or read our letters to the editor, it is important that 

they know there is opposition to these events.  

Because the Feminist Collective's numerous campaigns and events have been so prominent 

on campus, we have also faced opposition. Even for our first event--- making t-shirts and 

drinking smoothies--- people ripped down our signs, drew penises on them, and threatened a 

member of the Collective. This gave us the first taste of the kind of fear some people on this 

campus have concerning feminism because it challenges a campus culture. Signs were continu-

ally torn down all of first semester as people tried to silence us. This kind of vandalism 

stretched beyond Feminist Collective event posters: one of the Women's Center posters for 

the showing of the documentary I Was Raped was torn into tiny pieces in the HUB. 

Such hostility towards the Feminist Collective and other women-centered events continued 

into the spring semester with our campaign to celebrate the legalization of abortion on the 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade. As we did last year, and as college campuses do all over the 

country, we posted signs on hangers with traditional slogans about keeping abortion legal, 

explained the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, and encouraging people to come to our showing 

of the documentary I Had an Abortion. While we had the support of the majority of students 

and faculty, one man e-mailed us enraged and insisted that we be punished by the administra-

tion for our signs. An anonymous person hung up signs over ours calling us unintelligent for 

the "offensive" use of the hanger. Fortunately, the administration was incredibly supportive of 

our campaign since we did not break any rules, taking down the anonymous signs instead, but 

the fact that these people were so bent on silencing us indicated the need for a radical group 

on campus to push people outside of their comfort zones. 

 

The Feminist Collective has made great strides in its first year on campus, but there is still 

much work to be done to get rid of the hostile gender climate. Already, the fact that groups 

e-mail us asking to meet with us before they have problematic events shows that though peo-

ple are unwilling to break from tradition they know that there are problems with events like 

the Crush Auction and Mr. Dickinson. It is a step towards change on this campus that the 

Feminist Collective hopes will be continued in the years to come. 
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ò...express our 

concerns about the 

event's racist, 

sexist, and classist 

overtones as well 

as the negative 
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people's body 
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Poetry Performance by 

the Silent Poets at 

Take Back the Night  

Feminist Collective Fa-

cilitators, from left to 

right:  Jennifer 

Chmielewski 10õ, Jessica 

Baverman 09õ, Keely 

Farley 09õ, and Shannon 

Sullivan 09õ 



We also changed the minor 

in Womenõs and Gender 

Studies to reflect the new 

transcript notation system 

for internships.  The minor 

now requires six courses 

plus the internship taken for 

transcript notation.  This 

year we have five students 

graduating with a minor in 

WGST: Sarah Amin, Maya 

Ginsburg, Emily Newman, 

Yazmin Watkins, and Mi-

chelle Hadley.  

Thanks to the ingenuity and  
teaching prowess of three 

new faculty in our depart-

ment this year, our depart-

mentõs course offerings got a 

tremendous boost.  We 

were able to offer two sec-

tions each semester of our 

introductory course.  Prof. 

Stephanie Gilmore taught Les-

bian and Gay Communities 

and a course on Sexual La-

bors. Prof. Barbara Shaw, who 

had a joint appointment in our 

department and American 

Studies, taught Feminism and 

Post-Colonialism, as well as a 

section of the WGST intro. 

Prof. Susannah Bartlow, who 

also directs the Womenõs 

Center, offered Pussycats and 

p.u.n.k. Girls: Women in 

Popular Culture since 1990.  

She successfully defended her 

dissertation at the University 

of Buffalo this spring. Con-

gratulations!   

The annual ROWS 

(Research on Women by 

Students) Symposium took 

place April  16th in the Stern 

Great Room.  The selection 

of presentations from ab-

stracts submitted by student  

researchers  was especially 

competitive this year.  Our 

evening schedule has limited 

time slots, so we had to 

pass over some fine propos-

als.  We might consider 

moving the event to an af-

ternoon next year to ac-

commodate more presenta-

tions. And the symposium 

name should be changed to 

indicate the wide range of  
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research on gender that 

goes on at Dickinson. Any 

suggestions?  Just email me 

at hillan@dickinson.edu  

Finally, one of the pleasures 

of chairing WGST has been 

reconnecting with students 

whom I knew from classes 

taught years ago, or from 

their activism on behalf of 

GLBT students and femi-

nism.  Talk about òengaged 

citizenship.ó Our superlative 

seniors are Natalie Cortez, 

Glenda Garcia, Allison 

Keyser, Melissa Nauman,  

Ashley Parker, Caroline 

Radesky, Jessica Baverman 

and Shannon Sullivan.  

Congratulations Seniors!! 

From Left to Right:  Professor Farrell, with her dog Clarabelle,  

Jessica Baverman, Shannon Sullivan, Caroline Radesky, Melissa 

Nauman, Natalie Cortez, Glenda Garcia, Ashley Parker, and Pro-

fessor Gilmore.  Not pictured: Allison Keyser  


