Departmental Honors Department of Spanish & Portuguese Dickinson College

1. Students may write a thesis as a partial requirement for Departmental honors if their GPA is
3.6 minimum in Department 300-400 level courses and 3.3 or higher overall.

2. Students writing a thesis as a partial requirement for Departmental honors should take the
senior seminar in the Fall of their senior year and register for independent research (550) during
the Spring of their senior year. The topic of the honors thesis often derives from research

done in the senior seminar.

3. Students should form a thesis committee consisting of a minimum of 3 faculty members from
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, one of whom will direct the thesis. Students doing
interdisciplinary work are encouraged to have additional committee members from outside the
Department.

4. By the last week of classes of the Fall semester of the senior year, the student must complete
the Intent to Write an Honors Thesis form and have it signed by all committee members. By
November 30th, the student should present a brief written proposal, bibliography included, that
generally outlines the project. If the Department approves the proposal, the student may register
for independent research with the thesis director for the Spring semester.

5. By the end of the fourth week of classes during the Spring semester, the student must present
to the committee an outline explaining in detail the argument to be sustained in the thesis.

6. By the end of classes of the Spring semester, the student must orally defend the thesis before
the committee, which will then meet to determine whether the thesis merits Departmental
honors. These will be determined by a majority vote of the committee members. The grade given
for academic credit in independent research (550) will be determined by the supervising
professor.

7. The thesis must be a minimum of 30 pages (excluding notes or bibliography) and written in
MLA style, 12 pt. Times New Roman font with 1 margins.

8. All students meeting the requirements described above should have demonstrated a solid
command of academic writing in Spanish. As the objective of departmental honors is to
recognize students who produce scholarship of extraordinary merit—in breadth, depth, and
sophistication—in fields related to Hispanic literatures and linguistics, the thesis may be written
in either Spanish or English. In cases where the topic of the thesis requires that reader from
outside the Department who does not read Spanish join the thesis committee (in addition to the 3
Department members), the thesis should be written in English.



INTENT TO WRITE AN HONORS THESIS
Department of Spanish & Portuguese Dickinson College

Name Date

Proposed Title of Thesis

Please attach a 250 word abstract describing the thesis and a preliminary bibliography.

Committee Members:

1. (Director)
2.
3.
4. (optional)
5. (optional)

If the student desires to write the honors thesis in a language other than Spanish, please explain the
rationale for doing so:
Please return this form with the relevant, completed materials to your thesis director BEFORE THE

END OF THE LAST WEEK OF CLASSES OF THE FALL SEMESTER



