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Project Overview

Dickinson College was awarded a five-year $460,000 grant in 2004 from the Henry Luce Foundation’s environmental initiative to develop a new curricular program of Watershed-Based Integrated Field Semesters.  This program was designed to provide students with a unique opportunity to engage in an integrated semester experience combining the equivalent of four environmental studies courses along with extensive immersion, fieldwork, and independent research focused on intensive study of two comparative watershed regions: the Chesapeake Bay and the lower Mississippi River Basin.  Students in the program receive credit for a full four-course semester.  Topics covered include analysis and management of aquatic environments, environmental disruption and policy analysis, and estuarine management.  Students also engage in independent research projects in partnership with Dickinson’s co-curricular Alliance for Aquatic Resource Monitoring (ALLARM) program. 
The goals for the Watershed-Based Integrated Field Semester are to:
· Develop in students a deeper understanding of environmental issues and the contexts in which they occur
· Train students in ecosystem analysis field techniques
· Expose students to the cultural contexts wherein environmental problems are created and in which solutions are conceived
· Expand the boundaries of the college by undertaking useful research to benefit watershed communities
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The first year of grant funding (fiscal year 2004-2005) was used for curricular development, logistical planning with community partners, and assessment design.  The first integrated semesters were conducted in the second and third years of the grant period (fiscal years 2005-2006 and 2006-2007).  The report that follows covers activities which occurred during the fourth year of this grant (fiscal year 2007-2008), for the third integrated semester.  

The fifth year of grant funding (fiscal year 2008-2009) will be dedicated to a comprehensive program evaluation.

[image: image3.jpg]


Fall 2007 Activities  

The Watershed-Based Integrated Field Semester was offered for the third time in the fall semester of 2007.  The course was again team taught by core faculty members Michael Heiman (Professor of Environmental Studies and Geography) and Candie Wilderman (Professor of Environmental Science).  Additional teaching assistance was provided by adjunct faculty members Eugene Wingert, David Sheridan, and Katherine McGurn Centellas from Environmental Studies, as well as Kim Rogers (History) and the Director and Assistant Director of ALLARM, Julie Vastine and Jinnieth Woodward.   

As in previous years, the integrated semester focused on intensive fieldwork-based learning.  The course schedule included two four-hour lab periods each week, as well as independent research centered on community-defined environmental problems conducted in conjunction with ALLARM.  Students received credit for the following courses: Environmental Disruption and Policy Analysis (ES 330), Analysis and Management of the Aquatic Environment (ES 335), Estuarine Management (ES 310), and Independent Research (ES 550).  The integrated course also fulfilled Dickinson’s general education requirement for a writing-enriched course by completing a variety of writing assignments including a field notebook, a reflective journal, and a scholarly paper.    

Some of the changes that were made in this third semester included:

· More focus on the Chemical Corridor in Louisiana 
· More interaction with shrimp and oyster fishermen in Louisiana and the seafood industry
· Additional readings and discussion of articles written by and/or about the experts visited in the field 
· Better integration of social science methodology and exercises with comparative analyses among resource dependent communities in the Chesapeake and coastal Louisiana
· Greater outreach for the end-of-semester poster session

· More integration of adjunct faculty expertise into the program through lectures and field exercises

· Development of extensive on-line resources to replace previous hard-copy texts and readers
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Student Participants

This iteration of the integrated semester enrolled our largest group of students ever, with 21 participating.   The cohort included five seniors, five juniors, and eleven sophomores.  Eight of the students were pursuing a BS in Environmental Science:  Benson Ansell ’10, Atandi Anyona ’10, Kalyn Campbell ’10, Kate Consroe ’09, Nichole Fernandez ’09, Amanda McBride ’09, Ryan (Prana) Miller ’10, and Maunette Watson ’10.  The other thirteen were pursuing a BA in Environmental Studies:  Spring Beckhorn ’08, Lisa Biddle ’08, Michael Biros ’10, Jillian Herschlag ’09, Danielle Hoffman ’10, Andrew Kamerosky ’10, Karen Kirner ’08, Vinca Krajewski ’10, Kristen Lee ’10, Benjamin Martinez ’08, Philip Rothrock ’10, Susannah Rowe ’08, and Elizabeth Zido ’09.  Two social science majors were represented in the group as well, since two of the seniors were pursuing a second major:  Karen Kirner (Anthropology) and Susannah Rowe (Sociology).   
Course Texts

The texts for the course included the three extensively revised manuals from last year: 1) an Aquatics Reader compiled by Professor Wilderman; 2) a Policy Issues Reader prepared by Professor Heiman now made available on-line (paper-free) through the Blackboard Program; and 3) the Luce Semester Lab and Field Manual prepared by Professor Wilderman.  In addition, students were required to read four other books:  1) Bayou Farewell: The Rich Life and Tragic Death of Louisiana's Cajun Coast by Mike Tidwell; 2) Saving Louisiana? The Battle for Coastal Wetlands by Bill Streever; 3) Turning the Tide by Tom Horton; and 4) Writing Ethnographic Field Notes by Robert Emerson, Rachel Fretz, and Linda Shaw.  Finally, a new Louisiana-based reader was prepared for students to take along on the extended field trip when computer access to Blackboard would be limited. 
Course Contributors

New contributors to the course this year were adjunct faculty members Katherine McGurn Centellas and David Sheridan, as well as Julie Vastine and Jinnieth Woodward from ALLARM.  Katherine is an anthropologist who trained the group in social science fieldwork methods and provided specialized training for students who chose a social science research topic for their independent project.  She was an integral part of the course in the fall 2007 semester, supervising five independent projects and teaching units on: the culture concept; the meaning of social science research; fieldwork, ethics and objectivity; making observations; informants and interviews; and social meanings of disease.  Students used the methods they learned during these units both formally and informally throughout their travels.  In addition, Katherine carefully commented on the student blog, reminding participants of social science research methods and principles.  The successful integration of social science methods into the program was evident, as a majority of the students employed extensive observation and interviews in their independent research projects and while traveling in the Chesapeake and Louisiana.  
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David Sheridan supervised four independent research students on projects related to storm water runoff practices and concentrated animal feeding operations regulations.  David is a water resources engineer by training and had a leadership role in a large national environmental consulting firm for many years.   He served as Interim Director of ALLARM in 2007 prior to the arrival of new Director Julie Vastine.  His practical and applied knowledge of regulations and practices made him a valuable asset for student research projects.  In addition, he offered the entire class a guest lecture on wastewater management and nutrient trading as these issues impact the Chesapeake watershed.  David followed up in the spring semester of 2008 by offering a course on environmental planning and sustainability, building upon issues and student research first introduced in the Luce semester.  Interest in the course was high, with many students from the integrated semester enrolling.   
Julie Vastine and Jinnieth Woodward of ALLARM contributed to classroom instruction during two major exercises: one on study design and the other on exploration of water quality in a virtual watershed.  Both of these exercises were designed by Professor Wilderman, the ALLARM directors, and other regional service providers for use with community volunteers.  These exercises involved role playing and group discovery and therefore benefited from participation by a number of facilitators.  These exercises also gave students an opportunity to connect with the ALLARM directors and to learn more about community-based research.  ALLARM also facilitated a field trip to Glatfelter Paper Company in York County and arranged a dinner with key community members involved in the plant's water quality controversy.

Returning to contribute to the program this year were Gene Wingert and Kim Rogers.  Gene Wingert accompanied the group for three days during the Chesapeake Bay field trip.  He also supervised four independent research projects related to dam removal monitoring and wetland evaluation, and he produced a video of the Chesapeake Bay field trip.  Kim Rogers, Professor of History, gave a guest lecture on the culture of Mississippi based on her years of oral history research in the Mississippi Delta region.  Students read excerpts from her book, and her lecture gave them context for the time they spent in Clarksdale, Mississippi.  One of the students from Kenya became so interested in African-American history that he decided to enroll in the new Comparative Black Liberation Mosaic curricular program that will be taught next year by Professors Kim Rogers and Jeremy Ball, which will involve travel to Mississippi and South Africa.  

Study of the Chesapeake Bay

The first nine weeks of the integrated course focused on study within the Chesapeake Bay watershed, including a two-day kayaking trip in the West Branch of the Susquehanna River and a weeklong trip to the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Coastal area.  Field and laboratory experiences in this region included:

· Two days of travel on the river in the headwaters of the Susquehanna River in Northeastern Pennsylvania on September 6 and 7, studying water quality changes in the river associated with acid mine drainage

· A tour of Glatfelter Paper Company in York County, Pennsylvania on September 20 to review  water pollution control

· An all-day field study in Mountain Creek, Pennsylvania and related macroinvertebrate analyses 

· Sessions on industrial pretreatment and the allocation of total maximum daily pollution loads at the Carlisle Publicly-Owned Treatment Works (POTW) 

· A hydrologic consultant lab exercise on power plant water withdrawal in Shermans Creek

During a week of travel and fieldwork in the mainstream of the Chesapeake Bay from September 24 through 28, students engaged in tours, laboratory exercises, and discussions at:
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· The Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s residential facility at Smith Island

· Assateague National Seashore and Ocean City, Maryland to study coastal zone and estuarine management as impacted by development

· The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service’s Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge on the Eastern Shore of Maryland

· The University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science’s Horn Point Laboratory on the Delmarva Peninsula 

Travel to Louisiana and Back

The course also included three weeks from October 30 through November 19 on an intensive journey to Louisiana and back.  Among the sites visited during this period were: 

· Western Pennsylvania to learn about strip mining, long wall mining, and acid mine drainage remediation efforts

· Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) District Office in California, Pennsylvania to learn about regulations affected by long wall mining

· Coal River Mountain Watch in Whitesville, West Virginia, for an all-day tour of mountaintop removal practices and their impact on upstream watersheds
· Clarksdale, Mississippi, home of the Delta Blues, a major site for the devastating 1927 Mississippi Flood, and a center for the cotton-based economy

· Service project work in the Holy Cross neighborhood of the Lower Ninth Ward and the New Orleans East (Vietnamese) community   
· Bayou Sorell swamp tour within the Atchafalaya with the Atchafalaya River Basin Keeper
· Mr. Charlie Oil Rig in Morgan City, Louisiana, for a tour of the museum and training facility for off-shore oil rig workers

· Tour of Motivatit Seafoods in Houma, Louisiana, the largest oyster processing plant in the region

· Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) in Cocodrie, Louisiana for five days of hands-on studies of barrier islands, coastal wetlands, estuarine dynamics, wetland plant restoration, and the impact of resource depletion on Louisiana shrimpers 
· A trip on the research vessel Acadiana for water quality sampling in Terrebonne Bay
· Discussion with faculty at Dillard University in New Orleans regarding environmental planning and post-Katrina development options

· Marsh restoration project in LaFourche Parish for the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program

· Tennessee Aquarium in Chattanooga, featuring Mississippi River watershed aquatic ecology

Contact with Local Experts
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While traveling in both the Chesapeake Bay and to and from coastal Louisiana, students had the opportunity to meet dozens of experts, practitioners, and activists.  These included renowned scientists, business entrepreneurs, religious leaders, government agency employees, directors of nonprofit organizations, community leaders, academics, alumni, and many others.  Many of the local instructors and field experiences (e.g. wetland restoration and community service projects in New Orleans) were new for 2007, with initial arrangements made in June 2007 by Professors Heiman and Wilderman.  Here is a partial list of the many individuals with whom our students interacted:
· Bev Braverman, Executive Director of the Mountain Watershed Association in western Pennsylvania

· Mimi Fillippelli, administrative director, and Rebekah Weikel, a community organizer – both from the Center for Coalfield Justice

· Atilla Shumaker, president of the Wheeling Creek Watershed Association who showed students the aftermath of longwall mining

· Judy Bonds, Patty Sebok, Janice Nease and Vernon Haltom of Coal River Mountain Watch who discussed the impact of mountaintop coal mining 
· Dickinson alumna Ann Yoachim, Assistant Director of the Loyola University of New Orleans Center for Environmental Communications, and Darryl Malek-Wiley, Environmental Justice Coordinator for the Sierra Club, for a presentation  on environmental justice issues in New Orleans and organized tours of communities devastated by Hurricane Katrina

· Peter Hoang Nguyen, an Urban Agriculture Coordinator at a community development corporation in New Orleans, who showed post-Katrina remediation efforts by the Vietnamese community
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Robert Collins, Professor of Urban Planning and Assistant Dean of Social Sciences at Dillard University, for a discussion of Hurricane Katrina’s impact on their campus and a discussion of the plans for rebuilding New Orleans

· Kerry St. Pé, the director of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP), and Mel Landry, Public Involvement Coordinator of BTNEP 
· Windell Curole, general manager of the South Lafourche Levee District Office, who discussed the area’s aquatic history 

· Willie Fontenot, previously the community liaison officer for the Louisiana attorney general for 27 years, who continues to work with community groups nationwide to help find solutions to environmental challenges in Louisiana  

· Bob Landry and his soon-to-be predecessor, Randy Frederic, President of the United Steel Workers Union District 13 Local 12 in Baton Rouge, a union representing the oil and chemical workers in Louisiana who work in the factories along the state’s “Chemical Corridor”

· David Wise, vice president, and Richard Mason, secretary of Shintech’s Addis vinyl chloride plant for a tour of the facility and a discussion of community input in facility planning

· Dean Wilson, the Atchafalaya River Basin Keeper, for tours of the endangered cypress forests in the Atchafalaya
· Ed Landgraf from Shell Pipeline Company, for a discussion of Shell’s role in coastal wetland loss 
· Mike Bitton, graduate student in geomorphology stationed at LUMCON, who explained the science behind barrier islands built in deltaic environments and led a tour of the barrier islands

· Nicole Cotton, a fisheries expert and educator at LUMCON 

· Nancy Rabalais, Director of LUMCOM, who is known as the “Queen of the Dead Zone” because of her work on hypoxia (when levels of oxygen in water systems are too low to support life) in the Gulf region 

· Kevin and Mike Voisin, seventh- and eighth-generation oystermen at Motavatit Seafoods, Inc., an oyster processing plant

· Professor Earl Melancon, marine scientist known as the “King of the Oysters” with the Department of Biological Science at Nicholls State University in Thibodaux 
· Dinner with the Houma Community at the Dulac Community Center.  (The Houma are a group of indigenous people who have not yet been granted tribal recognition by the federal government.) 

· Denise Reed, renowned anthro-bio-geomorphologist and Professor of Geology and Geophysics at the University of New Orleans, for a discussion on marsh loss and restoration in coastal Louisiana

Student Independent Research Projects

One of the goals of this program is to engage students in meaningful long-term community projects that build upon relationships already established through the ALLARM program.  In preparation for the final year of Luce semester research projects, ALLARM spent an extensive amount of time prior to the semester meeting with watershed constituents in Cumberland County to determine pertinent research topics and identify research contacts.  ALLARM conducted over a dozen meetings with watershed associations, municipality officials, and local, county, and state agencies and developed a list of forty potential projects for the students.  After the students identified their research projects, ALLARM facilitated research contacts and informed students of local watershed meetings to receive feedback on their projects.  For example, six students attended a Yellow Breeches Watershed Association meeting to present their research topics.  In a phone call following the meeting John Eby, YBWA president, related: “We enjoyed having the students at the meeting. We are thankful that Dickinson students are conducting research because we don’t have the resources to address all of our concerns.”
Student research projects fell into three main categories: 1) social science-based research, 2) natural science-based research, and 3) policy problems and solutions.   The impressive list of titles is:  
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“Environmental Response Capacity of Local Municipalities” (Philip Rothrock ’10)

· “Economic/Environmental Impact of Biofuels” (Kristen Lee ’10)
· “Cumberland County Landfill” (Vinca Krajewski ’10)
· “Stakeholder Perception of Biofuels” (Atandi Anyona ’10) 

· “Social Views of Biofuels Development” (Karen Kirner ’08)
· “Impact of Growing Greener Grant Programs” (Jillian Herschlag ’09)
· “Residential Stormwater Behavior Analysis” (Spring Beckhorn 08’)

· “Farmer Ethnographies” (Benson Ansell ’10 and Benjamin Martinez ’08)
· “Mully Grub Wetland Assessment” (Katherine Consroe ’09 and Amanda McBride ’09)
· “Pre-Dam Removal Monitoring” (Kalyn Campbell ’10 and Nichole Fernandez ’09)
· “Water Quality Impacts of New Regulations for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations” (Susannah Rowe ’08 and Elizabeth Zido ’09)
· “Community Involvement Related to Stormwater Management at Two Retail Developments” (Lisa Biddle ’08 and Danielle Hoffman ’10)
· “An Assessment of the Impact of the Huntsdale Fish Hatchery on the Yellow Breeches Creek, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania” (Maunette Watson ’10)
· “Effects of Stormwater Runoff from Mt. Holly Springs on Mountain Creek, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania (Ryan Miller ’10)
· “Local Government Perceptions of Watershed Groups: Case Study of the Shermans Creek Conservation Association” (Andrew Kamerosky ’10)
· “The Historical Impact of Development on Surface Water Flow in Trindle Springs Run, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania” (Michael Biros ’10)
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Dissemination

Another goal of this program is to develop and share resources that may be of benefit to other institutions and individuals.   Toward this end, Professor Wilderman made two presentations about the Luce Semester experience at the 2nd Environmental Studies Summit at Syracuse, New York from June 7 through 10, 2007.  This was a national meeting of environmental studies faculty and administrators.

· The first presentation, entitled “From the Bay to the Bayou, Empirical and Participatory Education in the Eye of the Hurricane” was presented at a session entitled “Curricular innovations for undergraduate environmental studies programs.”   The purpose of the session was to draw on examples of curricular innovations at Bucknell University, Dickinson College, and Whitman College, which have worked to integrate sciences, social sciences, and humanities and to develop innovative field programs.

· The second presentation focused on the research component of the Luce Semester experience and was entitled:  “Innovative Models for College/Community Collaborative Research:  Experiences from the Field.”  This presentation focused on the model that we used in our watershed-based integrated field semester, where students performed research on topics defined by ALLARM watershed groups, collaborated with key liaison community members during the research, presented the research to the wider community through a poster session, and ultimately submitted the papers to the watershed groups for their use in the future.

We also developed a course blog, comprised of daily student journal entries from the field, photographs, and input from individuals who followed the students’ journeys from afar, continued from the previous year:  http://itech.dickinson.edu/blog/?cat=944  (Students who participated in the previous Luce semesters again followed the blog closely and commented during the journey.)   

In addition, a number of informative articles mentioning the Luce semester appeared in campus publications.  (See Attachment 1.)  These included:

· “The LUCE Experience: More Questions Than Answers,” an editorial by participating student Susannah Rowe ’08 in the November 8, 2007 issue of the student-run newspaper The Dickinsonian
· “The LUCE Experience: Rebuilding Home and Community” by participating student Susannah Rowe ’08 in the November 15, 2007 issue of The Dickinsonian
· “To Be or Not to Be Sustainable” by participating student Benson Ansell ’10 in the fall/winter 2007 issue of the ALLARM newsletter, Stream of Consciousness; this article related to Benson’s independent research project conducted during the Luce semester
· “Investigating the Huntsdale State Fish Hatchery” by participating student Maunette Watson ’10 in the fall/winter 2007 issue of Stream of Consciousness, also related to her independent research project

· The Luce semester was featured in the “News and Events” section of the Dickinson College web site in November 2007

· An article in the Dickinson College Alumni E-News for November 2007; this e-publication is sent to more than 11,000 Dickinson College alumni each month. 

Another public presentation was a research poster session featuring student independent research projects conducted during the Luce semester held on December 10, 2007 in Kaufman Hall at Dickinson.  One goal for the program this year was to increase attendance at this poster session.  To achieve this goal, ALLARM received the names of 51 contacts associated with the research projects from the students, sent out save-the-dates and invitations, and followed up with the contacts via phone and email.  As a result, the poster session was very well attended and representatives from eleven organizations were present.  They ranged from watershed associations to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.  At the poster session, Tom Baltz, former president of the Cumberland Valley Trout Unlimited, commented: “I had no idea that so much research was taking place.  I told half of the students that I would like copies of their research.”

ALLARM is currently in the process of disseminating research to contacts, which will be completed over the summer.  Since there are so many interested parties, CDs with electronic copies will be sent to contacts rather than mailing hard copy versions of the paper.
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Plans for Summer 2008 and Final Year 

The core faculty members’ goals for summer 2008 and academic year 2008-2009 are to:
· Design a specific plan for the evaluation year – This will include making specific decisions about important components of the evaluation, including what additional data gathering will need to occur and what types of questionnaires need to be designed.

· Disseminate more information about program resources, outcomes, and assessments – This will include updating the Luce Semester web site for on-campus and outside parties interested in our experience with this program, as well as updating an existing PowerPoint presentation.  The core faculty will also explore ways to disseminate lesson plans and/or web-based curriculum templates that may be of use to high school and college instructors.  They will also work on a presentation for colleagues at peer institutions attending the Northeast Environmental Studies (NEES) meeting scheduled for October 2008 at Middlebury College.  Longer-range goals for dissemination include preparation of work for submission to academic environmental education and more popular environmental journals with the intention of reaching a national audience.
· Plan for the development of potential new curricular initiatives – This will include discussions with Dickinson’s Community Studies Center staff and the new incoming director of the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education (this Center is funded by a new $1.4 million grant to Dickinson College from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation), as well as other interested faculty, staff, and administrators to explore the possibility of periodic continuation of a semester-long interdisciplinary environmental studies immersion experience modeled on Dickinson’s existing Mosaic programs.  This will include consideration of the degree requirements for students with majors other than Environmental Studies/Science.  Professors Wilderman and Heiman would like to explore other themes and course options with faculty during the 2008-2009 assessment year, and would like to begin planning for this over the summer.  

· Develop a new lecture series – This will involve exploring opportunities to develop a year-long lecture series during the 2008-2009 academic year, bringing in experts from Louisiana and the Chesapeake Bay to present their work through course and cross-campus lectures.  This work might be coordinated along with Dickinson’s new Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education and could provide further context for a future Mosaic program.  

· Enrich the current Environmental Studies/Science curriculum – After having developed a robust network of contacts across coastal Louisiana, West Virginia, southwestern Pennsylvania, the Mississippi delta, and the Chesapeake Bay region, the core faculty would like to begin to integrate lessons and reading materials that they developed through the Luce Foundation-funded integrated watershed semester into the curriculum to enrich their present offerings.   An example of this type of enrichment occurred last spring when Professor Wilderman taught an “accelerated” section of ENVST 132 focusing the usual toxic release inventory project on facilities in the “Chemical Corridor” along the Mississippi River between New Orleans and Baton Rouge.  Contacts developed through the Luce semester were consulted to help students identify facilities of special concern to the community.  These contacts then acted as consultants for students throughout the project.  
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There are future opportunities to integrate other resources like this into existing courses.  For example, Professor Heiman is interested in returning to southwestern Pennsylvania with his ENVST 330 course in the fall of 2008 to explore some of the issues uncovered during the Luce semester with contacts he met there.  Professor Wilderman would like to develop a new unit on wetland loss and fisheries management in ENVST 131 next semester focusing on coastal Louisiana.  Additionally, one of the contacts from the University of New Orleans has suggested a collaboration with their department around the practice of participatory action research (the model used by ALLARM). 

Conclusion

With more than 60 years of classroom experience between them, core faculty members Professors Wilderman and Heiman agree that participation in this program has been the most rewarding experience of their academic careers, both in terms of new knowledge acquired and application in the classroom and field.  As measured by student evaluations, performance in other classes, and graduate school placement, it appears that the same positive assessment holds for the majority of the student participants.  

As part of the assessment for Year Four, an extensive qualitative and quantitative evaluation was completed by student participants.  A selection of some their many written comments were:   

“I am more aware that everything is connected, even the smallest parts.”

“I especially enjoyed learning about designated use and stream designations because this became relevant in my research project.  I was able to make connections in this lab and was required to think independently and out of the box.”

“… seeing things from the side of industry also provided good perspective.”  

 “… it was great to gather the data and analyze it and find real trends.  I vastly enjoy labs that are based on reality over ones that create a structured scenario where trends are created rather than discovered.”

“I definitely hope to continue to do research in future courses.”

“Environmental science is not just about science, it is also about history and social problems.”
“… every person truly is a textbook and talking to people and getting out and doing things you gain experiences you could never gain anywhere else.”

 “By far the most engaging and stimulating learning experience I have had at Dickinson.  I feel like I learned so much more than just facts and theory—I actually learned how that translates in the real world and how the environment is integrally tied to the lives of people and communities.”  

“I would like to thank everyone who made this semester possible because it really has had a great influence on my life.” 

We continue to track the progress of participants’ post-graduation career and graduate study plans.  Karen Kirner ’08 been accepted into the Ph.D. program in Cultural Anthropology at the University of Florida, Gainseville and will begin there in fall 2008.  She will be studying ecological anthropology with a geographic focus on West Africa. Karen’s senior research project entitled “Perspectives Among Farmers and the General Public of the Environmental Impacts of Biodiesel and Ethanol Development in Carlisle, Pennsylvania” won top honors the Dickinson Student Research Symposium in April.  She was one of only three seniors receiving this honor in 2008.  This project was an outgrowth of the research she began during the fall 2007 Luce-funded integrated semester.   

Susannah Rowe ’08, who wrote a variety of articles about the Luce semester for campus publications, was accepted into the Masters program in Sociology at Lehigh University focused on human communications.  She will be receiving full funding from the sociology department and will be a teaching assistant for undergraduate sociology courses. Her concentrations in sociology are environmental studies and religion.      

Jenson Gelfond ’08, who received the prestigious national Morris Udall scholarship for the 2008-2009 academic year, has accepted a position as a fellow with Environment America and will begin in August 2008.  This program gives recent college graduates the training and experience to assume leadership roles in the environmental movement. Environment America fellows work with some of the top environmental advocates and organizers in the country, enabling many to have an immediate impact on critical environmental issues. 
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Danielle Cioce ’08 will intern in the Chemical Fate and Effects branch of the Ecotoxicology lab at Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium this summer.  Danielle received the ES Department’s award for outstanding senior and departmental honors for her senior research in 2008.   Adrian Broderick ’08 was accepted to the Temple University Beasley School of Law for 2008, where she will pursue a J.D. with a partial focus on environmental law.  Lisa Biddle ’08 will be working for Land Logistics Group based in Camp Hill, PA, a landscape architecture and land planning firm focused on smart growth techniques and water resource protection. This opportunity grew out of her independent research project through the Luce-funded semester.  Lisa will be doing GIS work on a variety of projects, one of which involves protecting the Susquehanna water gap from development in Perry County.   Spring Beckhorn ’08 will be working as a counselor/educator at the Arcadia Nature Day Camp at the Arcadia Audubon Sanctuary in Easthampton, Massachusetts.  

We intend to further explore and document alumni progress in the final “assessment” year of the grant program, and we look forward to providing the Foundation with our fifth report in May 2009.   
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