Luce Semester 2007

Reading Assignments and Required Supplemental Web-Based Material on Environmental Policy and Regulation: Fall 2007

This assignment handout is also posted to Blackboard for easy web hyperlink access.

a. Most of the assigned material for the policy section of the Luce Semester will be posted to Blackboard under "Readings" in the folder "Policy Readings." In addition you will receive a short handout of required readings that could not be posted to Blackboard. For ease of access, one complete copy of the assigned Blackboard readings will be available in our Dept. Office (Mary Orr) for you to sign out and briefly borrow should you wish to reproduce sections.
Blackboard readings are broken down by date and topic and handout readings by week. You can print out and/or add the Blackboard and handout materials by week to the loose-leaf binder you have for Aquatics. You should spend as much time as necessary with the material to familiarize yourself with both the issues covered as well as the positions taken by various stakeholders. 

In preparation for class lecture and discussion, you should be able to articulate major points of view on the subject and evaluate the strength of the scientific data backing specific arguments made. The vast majority of the postings are just a few pages so do not get hung up on the number of entries for each assignment. On average plan on spending approximately 4 hours per week on the policy readings and an additional hour per week with the suggested web sites posted below and on Blackboard. 

b. Reading assignments must be completed in time for the lecture.  Informed class participation is essential.  You are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the issues raised. At the end of this schedule is a listing of the most important readings for class lecture and discussion.

c. Web Sites: A comprehensive list of web sites compiled for weekly class meetings is posted on Blackboard under External Links. These serve as a resource base for further investigation. They will be quite useful as you prepare for our extended field trips and to inform your research projects.  It is recommended that you access these as appropriate and on a regular basis.

d. Recommended: Environmental policy changes daily.  The New York Times should be accessed daily for lecture and discussion at www.nytimes.com.  On-line subscriptions are free while inexpensive semester or  year-long subscriptions are available through the Book Store.

Aug. 28 (T): Introduction to the Study Regions


At your own pace over the first few weeks, look over the web sites posted under External 
Links on Blackboard (including Katrina, Environmental Justice; Cultural Resources; the US 



Army Corps of Engineers; and Local, State, and Federal Activities), and for the Chesapeake 



Bay Region.

 Key sites you should look at for today: 

The New Orleans Times-Picayune Web Site (excellent coverage of the storms and their 
aftermath including the largest photo archive available)

a. Highlights of the Paper's Award-Winning Coverage: http://www.nola.com/katrina/

b. Time Picayune Interactive Map Explaining Levee Failure and the Impact of Flooding 


in New Orleans and Surrounding Parishes during Hurricane Katrina:



http://www.nola.com/katrina/graphics/flashflood.swf

c.  Katrina Photo Archives (Take a look at the Associated Press and the reader-submitted 


Photos as well as those by the paper's staff): http://www.nola.com/katrina/photos/
August 29 (W): The Concepts of Ecosystem, Pollution, and Regulation


Continue with web-based review of the study regions.

August 30. (Th): Writing Lab


In preparation look over the Luce-ES 330 course web under "Course Guides" off the library's 



web page: http://lis.dickinson.edu/Library/CourseGuides/home.cfm?cguideID=139  


Pay particular attention to guides for citation systems and evaluating web-based resources. In 



addition, take the on-line tutorial from Widener University that outlines how to evaluate web-



based sources: http://muse.widener.edu/~tltr/How_to_Evaluate_9.htm
Sept.  5 (W): Air Pollution Chemistry and Physics: Carbon Monoxide and Hydrocarbons/ 
Nitrogen Oxides, Particulates/ Ozone Depletion/ Acid Deposition/ The Physical 


Geography of Smog


Required: Carefully review the air pollution section in the Miller or any other



environmental science text--whichever one you used in ES 131/132 and still available 




in the library (open stacks). One copy of Miller is at the Reserve Desk under ES 330

Sept. 11 (T): The Clean Air Act of 1970



Required: Blackboard posting 

Sept. 12 (W): The Clean Air Act Amendments and New Source Review



Required: Blackboard posting 
Sept. 18 (T):  Water Pollution Chemistry/ The Clean Water and the Safe Drinking Water Acts



Required: Blackboard posting 



Web Site--Visit the PA DEP Nutrient Trading Program at: 









http://www.dep.state.pa.us/river/Nutrient Trading.htm
Sept. 20: (Th): Wastewater Treatment, Nitrate Trading, and Field trip to Glatfelter (Paper 





Mill)  (David Sheridan and Julie Vastine)



Required: Blackboard posting 

Oct. 2 (T): The Mississippi Delta and the Blues:


Required: Blackboard posting. In addition, spend at least one hour among the following 


web sites. Note that you will be required to choose a Delta blues musician (alive or 


deceased) to prepare a brief presentation prior to our trip to Clarksdale, MS ("Birthplace 


of the Blues"). Additional materials (CD's and biographies) to assist with this assignment 


will be in the Dept. Office to borrow. 
Delta Blues and Highway 61 Sites (Starred Sites Required):


*1. Cat Head Delta Blues and Folk Art, Inc.: Guide to Clarksdale:



http://www.cathead.biz/guide.html

2. Contemporary (Living) Delta Blues Musicians: 







http://www.deltaboogie.com/deltamusicians/

3. Check out Big Jack Johnson at the following sites:



http://www.thebluesjoint.com/jjohnson.htm




http://deltaboogie.com/deltamusicians/johnsoja

*4. The New Delta Blues Museum:



http://deltabluesmuseum.org



5. Mr. Jumbo's Personal Travel Log Nashville to New Orleans along HWY 61:



http://www.mrjumbo.com/ (Click on Nashville Feb. 1999 link)


6. Delta Haze Blues Biography of Robert Johnson:






http://www.deltahaze.com/johnson/bio.html

*7. Highway 61: America's Musical Roadtrip:



http://www.concertlivewire.com/hwy61.htm`



8. Brief Biographies and mp3 links to Delta Blues Musicians by the National Park Service




http://www.nps.gov/history/delta/blues/people/people.htm
Oct. 3 (W): Pollution and the Workplace, Global Trade Agreements and the Corporation



Required: Blackboard posting


Required: The Big Box Video (To view and think about as we pass all those stores 

on our travels): Check out this very short video on Big Box Mart as it relates to


a topic we will be discussing in class--NAFTA, WTO, and global trade 



agreements that allow for outsourcing, job loss, and yes, much cheaper consumer 


products. We will discuss the pros and cons of global trade liberalization and how 

this impacts the environment.



Video: http://www.jibjab.com/Movies/BoxMart.aspx

You might also get a kick out of a short cartoon regarding Garth Brooks and his exclusive 



contract to sell his music through Wal-Mart: http://www.walmartworkersrights.org/
Oct. 9 (T): AM: The Mechanics of Regulation: Market-Based Alternatives


Required: Blackboard posting. Be prepared to debate the entry by Binder and 





prepare three written points or counterpoints to the article to present in class.

PM: Pesticide Use and The Federal Pesticide Control Act (FIFRA)



Required: Blackboard posting


PM: Field Trip to Carlisle POTW to discuss industrial discharge allocation under the 




CWA Web Sites: PA DEP on Carlisle Biosolids Program:



http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/biosolids/howone.htm
Oct. 10 (W): The Economic Impact of Regulation



Required: Blackboard posting

Oct. 11 (Th): Hazardous Waste Production, Disposal, and Regulation (TSCA and RCRA)



Required: Blackboard posting



Read ahead for the longer Solid Waste assignment

Fall Pause Recommendation:  Read ahead for the long assignments to follow and especially for the week prior to our trip to Louisiana

Oct. 17 (W): Solid Waste Production, Disposal, and Regulation under the Resource 







Conservation and Recovery Act RCRA)


Required: Blackboard posting
Oct. 18 (Th): CERCLA (Superfund Act and Amendments)


Required: Blackboard posting and web sites below





Love Canal Case Study: Check out the virtual tour of Love Canal and 






accompanying reports at: 







http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/exhibits/lovecanal.html


Center for Public Integrity Interactive Site on Superfund (Explore the map for 





Louisiana): http://www.publicintegrity.org/Superfund/report.aspx?aid=870


PM: Tour of Concentrated Animal Feed Operation (CAFO)



Required: Blackboard posting on CAFOs

Oct. 23 (T) AM: Cancer as an Environmental Disease



Required: Blackboard posting

Oct.  23 (T) PM:  From Environmental Equity to Environmental Justice: Louisiana Case Study



Required: Blackboard posting and additional handouts (to take along on the trip.



Note: As this is more than you can read for this week. The background material on 
environmental justice should be read for a class discussion today while the material on coal 



mining in West Virginia and Pennsylvania, and on environmental justice in Louisiana, should 
be read prior to those field visits. 


Required Pennsylvania EJ Sites:



Web Site on Chester, PA:


Action PA: http://www.actionpa.org/





PADEP EJ Web Site: http://www.dep.state.pa.us/hosting/environmentaladvocate/

Required EPA TRI Web Site for LA:



Go the EPA's TRI Explorer Web Site at http://www.epa.gov/triexplorer/maps.htm


Choose 2005, Geography, Louisiana, All Chemicals and All Industries, and then Total 

On- and Off-Site Disposal. When you click on Map Dynamic and Map It you will 





generate an interactive map from which you can easily explore the chemical burden of 

Cancer Alley (if you know where it is along the Mississippi between Baton Rouge and 

New Orleans). We will discuss this in class. Be prepared to answer questions 





regarding which facility is the largest total emitter in a specific county, what are the 




principal chemicals and the amounts released, the medium into which the chemical is 




released, etc.  

October 24 (W): Quantitative Risk Assessment and Dose-Response Curves





Required: Blackboard posting. Be prepared to debate the article by Ames and Gold 




(last class reading) and prepare in advance 3 written points or counterpoints for the 




cancer 
"myths" they present based on other material assigned up to this point.

Oct. 25 (Th) AM: Endocrine Disruption and Detection--Implication for Chemical 



Regulation



Required: Blackboard posting


AM/PM: The Politics of Science, Toxic Use Reduction and The Precautionary Principle.



Required: Blackboard posting

Note: As this material may be more than you can cover for this class (unless you followed the 
hint and read in advance), for Exam #3 you will only be required to respond to what we cover 
in class. However all of the assignment must be completed by the end of the semester and 



will be addressed on the Final Exam.


PM: Video Blue Vinyl 


Required: Blackboard posting 


Note: Some of you have seen this video before. We will screen it from 1:30-3 PM and then 



have a discussion on it where all are required to attend.  A copy of the video can be borrowed 



from the department office in advance for those who have seen it before and need 
to brush up 
for the 
class discussion.


Required: Blackboard posting (on industry's response to Blue Vinyl) 

Nov. 27 (T) PM: Tentative:  Trip to Harrisburg to Meet With Government Affairs 
Representatives for Environmental and Business/Industry Lobbies 


Web for PA Chemical Industry Council: http://www.pcic.org

Web for PA Sierra Club Newsletter: http://pennsylvania.sierraclub.org
Guide to the Most Important Luce Policy Articles 

for Lecture and Discussion

Note

1:  While all of the posted articles will assist with your comprehension of the material covered and support superior response in lecture and on exams, there are several each week that you should focus on first as these form the basis for class lecture and discussion.  They are listed below by number and abbreviated title (either actual or assigned) within each assignment.

2: The small number of readings in the handout you receive are all considered top-priority. You should read them before the issue they discuss comes up in class. They are arranged in the order they are assigned.

3. Keep up with the web page assignments in the syllabus as these are part of the required assigned material. 

Sept. 11: Clean Air Act Part One:


All of the readings

Sept. 13: Clean Air Act Part Two:


#1: Bush Defends New Env. Rules


#3 New Source Review--Reform


#5: LILCO to Stop Selling Credits


#8: Bumper Mentality (on SUVs)

Sept. 18: Clean Water Act


#1: Unleashing the CWA


#3: Nitrogen Pollution


#4: Corn-Based Ethanol and Water Quality


#5 After Lobbying, Wetland Rules are Narrowed

Sept. 20: Nutrient Trading, Glatfelter Trip


All of the readings

Oct. 2: MS Delta and the Blues


All of the readings

Oct. 3:  OSHA, the WTO, and the Corporation


#1: US Fines 500 Mine Companies


#2: OSHA Leaves Worker Safety in the Hands of Industry


#5: World Sold (Critique of World Trade Agreements)


#6: Corporations and Democracy

Oct. 9: Market-Based Approaches


All of the readings

Oct. 9: Pesticides


None of the readings

Oct. 11: Toxic Substances and Hazardous Waste


#1: The Toxic Substances Control Act

Oct. 17: Solid Waste and RCRA


#1: Municipal Waste Incineration


#4: The Chlorine Industry on Backyard Burning


#6: The Health Care Industry on Dioxin


#8: Paper or Plastic?


#9: Coalition Against the Incinerator


#10: Harrisburg Incinerator Responsible for Arctic Contamination

Oct. 18: CERCLA (Superfund)


All of the readings

Oct. 18: CAFOs   


All of the readings

Oct. 23: Cancer as an Environmental Disease


#1: Ames and Gold on Cancer Myths


#3: Cancer Rates Explained


#4: Our Futile War on Cancer


#5: Cancer Inc.


#8: Assessing the Health Risks of Trichloroethylene

Oct. 23: Environmental Justice


#1: MH on Environmental Justice


#3: White Privilege


#4: New York's Sewage Was a Texas Town's Gold


#5: Free Willie!


#7: Margie Richard and Norco

Oct. 24: Risk Assessment and Dose Response Curves


#1: The ABCs of Risk Assessment


#3: The American Chemistry Council on QRA


#4: Environmental Discrimination Through Risk Assessment


#5: Our Stolen Future Part 1


#6: Our Stolen Future Part 2


#7: Our Stolen Future Part 3


#8: Does the Does Make the Poison?


#9: Non-Monotonic Dose Response Curves


#10: Natural vs. Synthetic Endocrines Part 1


#11:  Natural vs. Synthetic Endocrines Part 2

Oct. 25: Endocrine Disruption and Childhood Development


#1: The Science Behind Endocrine Disruption


#6: Children and the Environment


#7: Our Total Chemical Load

Oct. 25: TUR, Junk Science, and the Precautionary Principle

#1: Is Science Neutral?


#2: Science by the People


#4: Scientists Mum on Ties to Industry


#5: The Bush Administration and Junk Science


#7: The Louisiana Bucket Brigade


#8: The Precautionary Principle and Diesel Truck Pollution

Oct. 25: Blue Vinyl and the Debates Over Chlorine and Dioxin

#3: Natural Chlorine? You Bet!


#4: Statement Against Chlorine Ban


#5: The Vinyl Industry Responds to Blue Vinyl


#8: CHEJ on the Dioxin Reassessment


#9: Dioxin Emissions in Decline


#10: Hazards of Hydration
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