[image: image2.wmf]
THE LUCE SEMESTER

CHESAPEAKE BAY/ATLANTIC COAST/

EASTERN SHORE FIELD TRIP 

September 24-28, 2007
We will take our first extended field trip this week to the Chesapeake Bay region, where we will visit:

· Smith Island in the central region of the Chesapeake Bay, 

· Assateague Island and Ocean City, MD, along the Atlantic coast, and 
· Blackwater Wildlife Refuge and Horn Point Laboratories, near Cambridge, MD on the Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay.

Materials that are included in this information are:

· A brief description of Smith Island and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation educational program

· Itinerary and overview of our activities for the week (including key contact people)
· What to bring

· List of chores for meals on Smith Island

· List of student jobs (to be filled in later)

· Driving directions to our destinations
It is expected that you will prepare yourselves by doing all of the reading assigned, including completion of Turning the Tide, by Tom Horton.  There is some chance that Tom will join us on Smith Island – bring your book along for a signing if you would like!  I’ve told him to only sign books that look like they’ve been read….

Although this is our best effort to predict our activities for the week, we will stay flexible and take advantage of opportunities that we may not have anticipated, as well as adjust to changes that may take place due to unforeseen circumstances.

Don’t forget to bring along your field notebooks and your journals.  


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SMITH ISLAND AND 
THE CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION


Smith Island is the largest inhabited offshore island in the Chesapeake Bay.  It is an 8 x 4 mile island consisting of three island communities:  Tylerton, Ewell, and Rhodes Point.  The total population of 300 people subsists almost entirely by harvesting the organisms that thrive in the highly productive estuarine environment.  The area surrounding Smith Island is shallow, and consists of some of the healthiest underwater grasses that still live in the Chesapeake Bay.

Islanders have a unique history and culture, and Smith Island is an ideal place to study that culture and to experience the relationship between the islanders and the natural resource.  The Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) (http://www.cbf.org) runs a residential educational facility in Tylerton, the smallest island town on Smith Island, with a current population of approximately 60 residents.  Because the facility is in town, it provides a great opportunity for students to visit and interview islanders and to possibly participate in some community events, such as church meetings.  For the most part, islanders are pleased to host CBF visitors.


The educational facility has access to a boat so that students can travel to nearby marshes, bait pots for crabs, dredge for oysters, and scrape the grass beds to examine other creatures of the Bay.  CBF provides an educator, who is an expert on the local community and environment, and a captain, who is a local waterman who has been raised on the island.  These resources make the experience on Smith one that you will never forget.


The other major inhabited island in the Chesapeake Bay is Tangier Island, VA, a 45-minute boat ride from Smith.  Although much of the history and culture on Tangier is similar to Smith, there are some important differences that we will examine.  These differences emphasize how important the management of natural resources is to the health of local populations who depend on them.


The CBF facility consists of two renovated island homes, with a full kitchen, a dining room, a number of rooms with bunk beds, and common space.  These facilities are very comfortable.  We will cook all of our own food, and each of you will be assigned responsibility for cooking and cleaning for various meals.  


Please remember that our visit places a large strain on the town’s water resources and trash disposal problems.  For these reasons, we will be practicing strict conservation of water and electricity and will be hauling out all of our own trash and recycling.  You should plan on NOT taking a shower while at Smith Island, unless we get hopelessly muddy (hopefully muddy?) and conditions do not allow us to clean up using the dock showers.


If you have fishing gear, bring it along – you will not be sorry!!


ITINERARY AND OVERVIEW OF ACTIVITIES  
This itinerary is simply a first pass on plans for a field trip that will change in its details.  Please only use this as a general guide to our activities, and do not be surprised if many of the details shift.
Monday, September 24
6:15 AM:  
meet outside of Kaufman to pack up vans

6:30 AM:  
leave for Crisfield; we will have bag breakfasts

NOON:  
Arrive at city dock in Crisfield; pack up ferry, eat lunch on dock, and 


leave for Smith at 12:30 PM

AFTERNOON AND EVENING:

possible activities and discussions include:  set crab pots, crab management, visit women’s crab coop, beach progging, marsh exploration, detrital interaction, dinner, night fishing
Tuesday, September 25
½ day: 

visit to Tangier for rapid assessment activity
possible activities and discussions include:  pick up crab pots; possibly scrape grasses and study biological communities; Chesapeake Bay ecosystem dynamics; watermen lifestyles and traditions; loss of grass communities; hypoxia
possible pot luck dinner with Tylerton community 
Wednesday, September 26
sunrise experience
dredge for oysters; study oyster management;
leave about 10:30 AM for Crisfield

2 PM:  arrive at Assateague Island National Seashore; meet with coastal geologist and ecologist from the National Park Service; explore issues of barrier island development and migration; different ecosystem habitats; management challenges

Dinnertime:  Arrive in Ocean City, MD – stay at Princess Royal Oceanfront Hotel; free time in evening

Thursday, September 27
AM:  meet with Dave Blazer of Maryland Coastal Bay Programs and Gail Blazer, environmental engineer for the city of Ocean City, MD:  discuss their programs and tour Ocean City to see stormwater management practices and challenges associated with development on a barrier island
2 PM:  Blackwater Wildlife Refuge:  meet with Dr. Dixie Birch, Wildlife Biologist – tour of BWWR with discussion of challenges such as marsh disappearance and restoration, use of dredge spoils, nutria management, management of development of adjacent areas

Evening:  stay at Best Value Inn, Cambridge, MD; discussion session after dinner

Friday, September 28
10 AM:  visit to University of MD, Center for Environmental Science Horn Point Laboratory to discuss cutting-edge research with researchers at the facility, and to visit their labs; visit oyster aquaculture facility
1 PM:  lunch on laboratory grounds

6 PM:  arrive home 


WHAT TO BRING
CLOTHES

Clothes for 5 days (shorts [if it’s warm], pants, long and short sleeve shirts, sweatshirts, fleece)

One outfit for marsh mucking (long sleeve shirt, pants, and tennis shoes that will get really wet and muddy)
*Rain gear (EVEN IF RAIN IS NOT FORECASTED)
Brimmed hat (for sun)

Warm hat, gloves (wool and fleece are best)

Waterproof footwear (if possible)

Swim suit

Optional clothes:  

T-shirt or other clothing for fish printing

Teva-type sandals for canoeing

TOILETRIES

Toothpaste/toothbrush

Towel

Necessary medications (we will have first aid kits along)

Shampoo (for the latter part of the trip)

Sun block

Bug spray

GEAR

Sleeping bag
Pillow
Plastic bag to bring home wet clothing
Water bottle
Flashlight
Sunglasses
Field notebooks

Journal
Optional gear:

*Hand lens

Readings that you did not complete before field trip

Horton book 
Camera 

Bandana to use as a napkin
* the Department can supply a limited number of these
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