What Can I Expect Upon Arrival in the US?

US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), a branch of the US Department of Homeland Security, recently published a set of guidelines designed to prepare students and exchange visitors for their arrival in the United States.  Millions of non-immigrants visit the US each year for various reasons, and recent events have prompted additional security measures at ports of entry.  It is important to note that the purpose of these procedures in to help ensure the safety of everyone, including US citizens and visitors to the US.  This handout is designed to help you know what to expect and to ease your entry into the US.

ICE suggests that as a non-immigrant student or exchange visitor, you do the following:

·  Before leaving your country, confirm that your passport and visa are still valid for entry into the United States.  Your passport should be valid for at least six (6) months beyond the date of your expected departure.

·  Also, check to see that your visa accurately reflects your current visa classification.  For example, if you are coming to Dickinson as an F-1 student, be sure that your visa is valid for F-1 status.  You cannot enter the US as an F-1 student using a B tourist visa.

·  When you receive your non-immigrant visa at a US embassy or consulate, the consular officer may seal your immigration documents in an envelope and attach it to your passport.  If your documents are sealed, you should not open this envelope!  The Customs and Border Protection Officer at the US port of entry will open this envelope.

·  Do not check any of your immigration documents with your luggage!  You should always have them with you!  Be sure to have the following documents on your person:

·  Passport (including attached envelope of immigration documents) with 

   visa



·  SEVIS Form I-20 or DS-2019



·  Evidence of financial resources

It is also recommended that you carry the following:



·  Evidence of Student/Exchange visitor status (admission or offer letter)

·  Name and contact information for Designated School Official or  

   Responsible Officer at your intended school or program (see enclosed 

   business card)



·  A pen

If you are traveling by aircraft, the flight attendants will distribute CF-6059 Customs Declaration Forms and I-94 Arrival-Departure Record cards.  Complete these forms while you are on the plane and be prepared to submit them to the appropriate Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Officer when you arrive.  Any family members accompanying you will need to fill out their own I-94 forms with their own names and information on them. Double-check your I-94 to ensure that you wrote in your family and first names in the correct blanks and that your birthdate is in the correct format (day/month/year).  If you do not understand a form, ask a flight attendant for assistance.  These forms are very important!
Once you land, The Customs and Border Protection Officer will ask you why you wish to enter the US.  It is very important that you tell the CBP Officer that you will be a student or exchange visitor!  Have the address for Dickinson College on hand in case they ask for it.

Once your inspection is complete, the officer will:


·  Stamp and return your SEVIS form for duration of status (“D/S”)


·  Stamp and return the I-94 stapled in the passport

Before you leave the passport control area, make certain that both your SEVIS form (I-20 or DS-2019) and your I-94 are stamped with the correct arrival date and that your name is spelled correctly on the I-94. Any problems with these documents are very difficult to fix once you have left the control area.

If your information cannot be automatically verified by the inspector, or you do not have all of the required documentation, you may be directed to an interview area known as “secondary inspection.”  Secondary inspections allow officers to conduct additional research in order to verify information.  Verifications are done apart from the primary inspection lines so that individual cases do not cause delays for other arriving passengers.

In case your admission/participation needs to be verified, you should carry with you the name of the Coordinator for International Student and Scholar Services and the phone number where he or she may be reached.  During business hours, you may call (717) 245-1341.  If you arrive on the weekend, at night, or on a holiday, call the Office of Public Safety at (717) 245-1111.  This phone is answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and the officer will be able to contact the CISSS immediately.

Failure to provide proper documentation and to comply with entry/exit procedures is cause to refuse the student or exchange visitor admission into the US.  You are encouraged to comply fully with the requests of the CBP officer.

US-VISIT

On January 5, 2004, US-VISIT was implemented at all airports in the US. US-VISIT is an entry/exit registration system in which all non-immigrant visa holders are required to participate.  This system applies to all non-immigrant visa holders:  race, national origin, and religion are not factors in this program.  

Visitors are digitally photographed and fingerprinted.  For more information on the US-VISIT program, visit www.dhs.gov/us-visit.

NATIONAL SECURITY ENTRY-EXIT REGISTRATION SYSTEM

Some visitors will require additional scrutiny and will have to provide additional information under the National Security Entry-Exit Registration System (NSEERS).  Anyone could be subject to additional scrutiny and should follow the instructions of the CBP Officer.  

Following admission into the US, you are expected to report to Dickinson College to validate your program participation and engage in the activities described on your I-20 or DS-2019.

Questions?  Contact International Services in the Office of Global Education
The Stern Center for Global Education

Dickinson College

PO Box 1773

Carlisle, PA 17013

Telephone:  (717) 245-1341

FAX:  (717) 245-1688

E-mail:  intl@dickinson.edu                                    Last updated 04/2006
