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Visa Application Process

1 The student applies for visa.

a. After making an appointment, the student visits the US Consulate or Embassy with the following documents:

i. I-20 (for F-1 students) or DS-2019 (for J-1 Exchange Visitors)
ii. Proof the SEVIS fee has been paid 

iii. Valid passport

iv. Financial documents

v. Letter of admission for school

b. Student completes visa application and pays necessary fees
c. Every American embassy/consulate works from the same set of regulations and laws but may adapt different procedures for their own location. Nearly all require a person-to- person interview. If the visa is approved, the student is given an F-1 or J-1 visa stamp or the newer type page pasted in the passport. The visa will indicate where the visa is issued, the date the visa was issued, the date the visa will expire, the number of entries, the type of visa, and the visa number.

d. When the student collects the passport with the visa, he/she may be given a sealed envelope containing the I-20 or DS-2019.  If this is the case, DO NOT open this envelope!
2 On the flight to the United States, the student is given Form I-94 (which includes three sections: the instructions, the arrival record card, and the departure card) to complete.
3 At the port-of -entry, student presents to the immigration officer the following:

a. Valid passport with valid visa

b. I-20 or DS-2019
c. Completed I-94 (all three sections)

d. Any other requested information such as financial documents or admission letter

4 The Immigration Officer

a. Returns the valid passport with valid visa and a USCIS (formerly BCIS or INS) entry stamp

b. Returns the I-94 departure record card with an entry stamp (usually stapled in the passport)

c. Returns the endorsed I-20 or DS-2019 to the student with the admission number from the I-94 and entry stamp 

d. Returns any other requested information 

Special Note:  Canadians do not need passports of visas to enter the United States but must have documentation to prove citizenship and identity. A birth certificate plus a form of photo ID would be acceptable in lieu of a passport. A student should take the I-20 or DS-2019, passport, and financial documentation to the Canadian/US border. US immigration officers will put the entry stamp on the I-20 or DS-2019 and have the student complete the I-94 and return the departure record card to the student as evidence of legal entry to the US as an F-1 or J-1 Student. 
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