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Notes from the Director

. Professor Susan Rose
Student Grant Recipient Documents _
Ancient Tradition This newsletter celebrate
featuring reflections from alumni who participated in Mos
Ryan Koons 610 programs, current student research, and rave reviews

our first 10year evaluation.
It began with a simple suggestion. "If you need a projec
work on, | have some interesting music you could IcAftér a yeafong selfstudy, CSC welcomed two exterr
into,"” Sakim had said. It has grown from some interestféviewers who conducted the first -§8ar evaluation ¢
music to a fulblown senior research thesis, including fie Community Studies Center. They were impressed with
and archival research and three separate video docum how much had been accomplished:

ries in addition to the actual thesis paper. iDickinson Collegeds Miss

| first met Sakim and the rest of the ceremonial leadershi! €9 €0s uni que brand of th
the Tviwv Pvivcekolv Tribal Town of the Muskogereek ~ ates] to become engaged citizens by incorporating a g
American Indians about 10 years ago. My father and | toc vision that permeates the entire student experience, Cre
Sakiméds class on Sout hea s acommunity of inquiry that allows students to cross disc
at the annual Common Ground on the Hill traditional arts Nary boundaries and make new intellectual connections
gathering and we both felt an immediate affinity with the €ncouraging students to be enterprising and active by er

Creek world view and with Sakim himself. Whenhe spoki N9 their communities, th
that, | thought immediately of the American and Global

saics, those impressive intellectual experiences that ar
cornerstone of the CSC. Now, several weeks after my irjl jer-
sion experience in the CSC, | continue to be impressecy i
virtually every aspect of the Mosaics. They are intellecti
vital; they are truly interdisciplinary from inception to exe|
tion to final product; they provide students with a set of s
necessary to do work in local and transnational commur
with insight, care, and mutuality; and they yield learning |
takes many different form
dimensions of excellence for a liberal arts education: ir
di sciplinarity, intell ect
As | listened to students talk about their course work,
work, and their finished products in the Mosaics, the
t hat kept coming to mind

During the 2009 Soup Dance ceremonial, Sakim (center) in- - Stephen Valocc_hl .
structs four members of Tviwv Pvlvcekolv  in the Hooping Cere- Professor of Sociology, Trinity College
mony, which designates the Head Woman for the next year.

fnThe Mosaics Aconfront st
_ mattero in profound ways
to me about the music andco|l|egeds commitment to t
ceremonies, | became extremely interested. A number of gountless others, by the example of the first Steelton Mo

the past, but none have examined their the Mosaic community study projects .
(Continued on page 2) (Continued on page 3)
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Pine Arbor Research (Continued from page 1) and thus enabled me to successfully conduct my own re-
winter traditions. It was a research opportunity | could ngearch.

afford to pass up. The timing was perfect, as | had just _ ) )
gained a full semester's worth of facudfyided ethno- The actual gatherings | researched were unlike anything |

graphic and oral history research methodology and anal}8f €xperienced. The Harvest Busk took place over a sin-
during the Comparative Black Liberation Movements Mdl€, wet weekend in November 2008. Members of the com-
saic. | had wonderfully supportive relationships with sevunity gathered together at the ceremonial Square Grounds
eral professors who could guide and oversee my indepefgére they celebrated their community relationships

ent research. Furthermore Sakim, the nfaimv Pvivcekolv (defined both locally and globally) as well as their relation-

tradition \ 7} ships with
bearer, is ad- A their environ-

vancing in age ments.

so the commu Through dance

nity extended and song, they
personal invi- rNecognlzed an‘d
tation to me toj Areseto t h
document the & harmony in

tradition while those relation-

it was still ex- ships. The
tant. The only Feather Dance

barrier to my and Ribbon
taking advan- Dance create a

tage of this ¢ space for the
incredible op- & men and
portunity was women, re-
money. — spectively, to
B - i 5 o - take on the
Funding was e : ; - T == roles and char-
an issue. It's _ ' _ acteristics of
|0ng drive to | The women of Tviwv Pvivcekolv dance prayer for their communityd which they define on both a local and global scaled the opposite
Tviwv PV|VCG- while the men stand in respect during the Ribbon Dance at the 2008 Harvest Busk. sex, Whlle

k o | moétteern Florida Square grounds from the Mid celebrating their own gender identities. Apart from the Rib-
Atlantic region, and | proposed to attend two separate ghtin Dance, in which the women dance prayer for the com-
erings there. The financial support of the Community Studa ni t y, t he most i mportant p
ies Center, through a student research grant, removedthi® di ci ned and fiscratching. 0
obstacle. The grant covered the travel expenses for botlmeticine by drinking and washing with a series of plant
the road trips. teas, and then they scratch one another with the sharp jaw-
) _ bone of a gar fish. Through the lesions made by the gar
Once the financial problem was solved, | was able t0 foglgsh, the medicine enters the body and allows the men to
on the research. | used my experience in the Mosaic tq@@d, mirroring the women's cleansing menstrual cycle.
sign interviews, plan the trips, and begin examining i Busk closes with the Harvest Dance, in which the com-
topical literature. In the Black Liberation Movements Mgy nity dances out a pattern of growth and renewal on the
saic, we examined the Amtpartheid and Civil Rightsgrounds. At the culmination of the dance, the community

Movements through coursework as well as field and argBjigs the fruits of their harvests to Creator by putting them
val research with communities in South Africa and Missisio the ceremonial fire.

sippi. | was able to design and conduct my own interviews,

film and photograph cultural events, and participate in ltheddition to the Harvest Busk, | documented the Soup

community ceremonies, just as | had been taught inQthece in January 2009. | transcribed the interviews con-

Mosaic. The learning experiences of the Mosaic famildweted at Busk and logged Busk video. Through an
ized me with fieldwork methods and practices/ ethiedependent Study with Professor Justin Marquis (in con-

: ! (Continued on page 2)
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Tvlwv Pvivcekolv Research (Continued from page 2) Directords N O t €EcBntinued from page 1)
junction with his Documentary Filsilaking class), | cre
ated a chronological narrative video documentary orwi t h tremendous i nterest over

Harvest Busk. Over the summer, | processed Soup L provided support for interdisciplinary and collaborative
materials and started a second documentary. This fieldwork enhances the professional development of faculty
will examine the ethnochoreographic aspects of the members even as it fosters deep learning among students.
monies with professor Shalom Staub, while simulttDe si gni ng research that @fmeet
ously writing my senior thesis under the guidance of [ t he Col | egeds] partner ¢ ommlt
sic professor Blake Wilson. | hope to complete the prccially since it is often challenging to balance the needs, in-
during the following semester, with a final video do terests, and schedules of individual and institutional partici-
mentary version of my thesis. After graduatingfromDpant s. The CSC6s achi evement ¢
inson College, | intend to continue researching Withwv ranging from the early projects in Steelton and Adams

, - County through the miterm projects in Michoacan
(Mexico), Comodoro (Argentina), and Montserrat to the
more recent projects in Venezuela, South Africa, and the
Mississippi Delta region. This geographical range also en-
compasses tremendous diversity among the local, regional,
and international communities that Dickinson students and
faculty have engaged. Collecting oral histories that feature
the Iives and contributions ¢
the fAofficial o histories of ¢
gratifying to see that the CSC follows the protocol of
Aigi ving backod to the narrator
viding copies of interviews, transcripts, and video documen-
taries. o

1 Tracey Weis
Associ ate Professor of Hi st
Studies, Millersville University

So itds been an exciting and
summer with the Tanzania Field School to the seméster

Black Liberation Movements Mosaic, CSC has been a hub

of activity. After an orientation at Dickinson in late July, the
team of Professors (Ball, Rogers, and Wlordarski) and stu-

. . . dents flew to South Africa to begin their field work in King
Pvivcekolv while | pursue a PhD in ethnomusicology.  \wjjiams Town. There they worked with their South African

My Tviwv Pvivcekolvproject would not have been possi €olléagues to conduct oral history interviews and ethnomusi-
had | not participated in the Black Liberation Moveme c0logical and archival research. The group then returned to
Mosaic, and had CSC not been particularly generous €@mpus to continue their studies in South African and Afri-

financial and academic support. For this and to ever €@ American history, focusing on the aaypartheid and

especially Professors Jeremy Ball, Kim Lacy Rog time, they were preparing for their next research trip to the

Susan Rose, and Amy Wloda@ki wish to extend ;Mi ssi ssippi Delta. Two of the

hearty thanks. | also encourage Dickinson students @ d Ry an Koons 610 continued
templating communitypased research to apply for this and archiving all the materials (transcripts, video tapes, pho-

other research grants. May you discover the rewas t0S; résearch papers) and sending copies back to host com-
joys of collaborative field research, as | haCy. munities. You can see the fruits of their labor on the CSC
webpagehttp://itech.dickinson.edu/blacklib.

(Continued on page 5) 3

Koons interviews Sakim, the Tvlwv Pvivcekolv mekko, or "king," about
music and tradition at Tviwv Pvlvcekolv in January 2009.
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Students Compare Sustainability
Movements in

Venezuela and United States

Natali e Cortez 0609 and
Shannon Sullivan 6 0 9

In the fall of 2008, a group of fourteen students m
once a week in preparation for our study abroad ¢
perience in Venezuela during the January break & =
2009. The classsustainable Agrdcosystems and"
Cooperative Movement@troduced us to a range o
topics from the chemical compositions of organf
compost to the grassroots politics of the Bolivarig
Revolution. We spent countless hours reading matg
als concerning the political process in Venezue
studying the programs and policies of Hugo Chavez,
Iearning the functions of vermiculture, differentiatin; Omar_(right),aLa Ali_anzafarmer, with Dickin_son College Farm Directors
.. Jenn Halpin and Matt Steiman and students clearing ground for new greenhouses
good pests from bad ones, examining the goals ofnu-
merous cooperatives, and a host of other topics. Over the course of the fall semester, we formulated opinions on H
Chavez and the Bolivarian process but tried to always keep an open mind.

In January, we flew to Venezuel@ur first view of the country, well after midnight, was of little blue lights clustered
around the mountains surrounding the city. This was our first evidence of the revolution: in order to be more sustai
able, Chavez's administration had created a program in which students went door to door replacing light bulbs with ¢
ergy-saving compact fluorescents which give off a blue glow, as opposed to the yellow light of incandescent bulbs.
was amazing to have a visual representation of the impact of suchteclograssroots project!

The first couple of days were incredibly exciting. \
ing day we made our way to the mountains, where we would spend the majority ofaay ttip.We spent most of

our time working on an organic farm called Las Lajitas, part of a larger cooperative called La Allianza. We learne
from the farmers there through both physical labor (weeding, shoveling compost, and removing rocks from the soil) a
through lectures by the farmers and other members of the cooperative. The Bolivarian Revolution influenced eve
word and action of these farmers. In this community, even what people eat is a political decision, and sustainable a
culture was a way to resist exploitation from companies that sell genetically modified seeds and harmful pesticides.

While the lectures were extremely informative, many of us learned the most from conversations with the people of tl
town. We spent hours talking with farmers at Las Lajitas, picking the brain of Gaudy, one of the organizers of th

Seed Exchange between Las Lajitas Students learning about vermiculture at Wor king hard to install t he 1
4 and Dickinson College Farm La Alianza Cooperative Organic Farm hot water heating system



