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Anh hwéng chia viéc Tai ché va Lo luyén vat liéu chira chi — Thap ky ctia nganh cdng nghiép
hwng thinh

M3an X4 1a mét trong nhitng ngdi lang giau nhat & xa Van Mén, huyén Yén Phong,tinh Bic Ninh,
nhuwng cling 1d mdt khu viee bi 6 nhiém ning né nhat do qua trinh nau chay va tdi ché chi gan
cac khu dan cu. Noi day chim trong khéi bui va swong mu 1a nhitng ngéi nha hai tang va biét
thy .Khap noi thung rac kim loai cé chira céc vat liéu bang nhém, chi rai rac & trong va san sau
ngdi nha, trong khi nhi*rng chiéc xe hoi dat tién ma mdt ngudi dan Viét Nam binh thuong khong
thé mua dugc nhu BMV, Lexus, Camry dau & san trudc. Dang budn thay, tinh trang nay khéng
chi xay ra & Man Xa. Rat nhiéu ngdi lang 1an can, bao gdm ca lang nghé chi n6i tiéng Ddng Mai-
Van LAm-Hung Yén, cling dang chiu chung s6 phan.

Cac nghién ctru cho thay tré em & céc lang nhuw Ddng Mai cé néng d6 chi trong mau (BLL) kha
cao. Nghién ctru clia Pai hoc Washington cho thay: trong 109 tré em dwoc khao sat, ndng dé
BLL cao gdp mudi [an so vdi tiéu chuan cda Trung tAm Kiém soét va Phong chdng dich bénh Hoa
Ky (CDCP). Trong dd, ¢ t&i 16% tré em Dong Mai co lvong BLL 1én t&i 45-64,9 ug / dL va 14%
trén 65 pg / DI. Khdng chi th&, méi trurng xung quanh ciing chiu anh hudng vé cling ning né. O
Ddng Mai, ham lugng chi trong dat cao hon 1200 mg / kg, ham luvong tiéu chuin cla Co quan
B3o vé Mdi trwdng Hoa Ky déi vai cac dia diém khéng danh cho tré em vui choi. Tuy nhién, diéu
dang bao dong 1a trong s6 cac mau dat duoc ti€n hanh kiém tra, c6 mot s6 mau dat d3 duoc 1y
tr khu vue san choi cta tré em. DAt b nhiém doc cling lam cho cay c6i trong lang chét dan.

Vi strc khoé ctia con ngudi va méi trudng, nén cé cac bién phap nghiém cdm hoat dong nau
chay va téi ché chi & khu vuc dan cu. Déng thoi, cdc hoat ddng sdn xuat cdng nghiép cling phai
duwoc di roi ra khéi cac thon lang. Dy an xay dung nha may x& ly nwdc thai & Man Xa cung véi
viéc rdi nha may luyén va tai ché chi ra khdi pham vi dan cuv d3 duoc phé duyét tir nam 2015,
nhwng dén nay van chuwa dwoc thue hién. Tuy nhién, tai mat sd khu vee khac, mot s gidi phap
giam thiéu 6 nhidm d3 dwoc thyc hién thanh cong. Cuc Quan ly Méi trwdong Viet Nam da phan
b lai cac vung hoat dong cong nghiép bang cach diat mot co s& luyén kim cach Bong Mai 1 km,
tach khai khu vye dan cu. Ngoai ra, vao nam 2013, Vién Blacksmith cling d3 khai dong mot du



an nham lam sach cdc vat dung trong nha bj nhiém ddc chi va bé mit dat bj 6 nhiém dé ngan
chan sy xdm nhap cla chi. Két qua |a lwong BLL trung binh d3 gidm tir 40,35 pg / dL xuéng con
13,3 pg/ dL.

Tuy nhién, tat cd nhitng nd luc nay |a chua dd vi BLL & tré em va ngudi lén van cao hon tiéu
chuan ctia CDCP. Chinh phl nén trién khai cac dé an lam sach quy mé lén. Tinh trang 6 nhiém
nghiém trong dén mdrc can phai cé quy trinh lam sach chuyén nghiép nhu chuwong trinh cua
Superfund, mot dé 4n clia Hoa Ky duoc thiét ké dé quan Iy viéc 1am sach cac khu vie nhiém déc
nguy hiém nhat & Hoa Ky. O Viét Nam hién tai van chua c6 mot quy trinh chinh quy nao vé viéc
lam sach cac khu viee nhiém doc. Vi vay, quy trinh 1am sach méi trudng chi tiét cla Superfund
s& cung cap cho chinh phl Viét Nam cac hwdng dan cu thé dé khdi xwdng ké hoach tay doc chi
tai cac khu vue bi 6 nhiém. Ching ta nén bat dau bang viéc ddnh gid chung nham xéc dinh duoc
murc d6 nguy hiém & mbi dia phwong dé wu tién nhitng dia diém nhiém d6c nang né nhat. Sau
dé tham khdo nhan xét chung tir phia du ludn, dwa ra phuong an gidi quyét hiéu qua, cudi cung
mdi quyét dinh thuc hién k& hoach. Bén canh d6, can cd gidm sat thuwdng truc tai khu ve thye
thi dé dam bao rang s& khong cé bat ky mai hiém nguy nao de doa dén strc khde ngudi dan va
vé sinh moi trwong.

Chac chan nhitng giai phap nay doi hdi nhiéu ngudn vén hd trg, va s& anh huédng téi sinh ké cla
ngudi dan, nhung cac khé khin nay cé thé dwoc hda gidi. Vén ho tro cé thé thu tir thué cla cac
ho gia dinh trong vung tdi ché chi, tir cac t6 chirc phi chinh phu hay tir nwdc ngoai. Khodng cach
t&i noi tai ché chi hay cadc nha may cling khéng phai la van dé 1én khi da sé ngudi dan trong
vung c6 di kha nang di chuyén bang xe dap dién hodc xe may — nhitng phuwong tién théng dung
& Viét Nam. Ta nén chap nhan mét vai bat cap dén tir nhitng c6 gang giam thiéu 6 nhiém méi
trwong & lang Dong Mai va Man X4. Can dirng ngay nhitng hoat dong lam 6 nhiém mai truong &
cac lang nay, néu khong, 6 nhiém s& dan dén xudng cap mai trudng & toan tinh. Van dé la
ching ta c6 muén cac khu vire khac trong tinh Bac Ninh chiu chung s& phan hay khéng? Ching
ta cd mudn mét twong lai twoi sdng cho con em chiing ta hay khdng? Twong lai tuoi sdng ay sé
khdng thé ton tai trong mot moi trudng tran am khéi den.

English Translation:

Man Xa is one of the richest villages in the Van Mon commune, Yen Phong district, Bac Ninh
province, but is also one of the most polluted due to the lead smelting and recycling at the
residencies. There are many two-floor houses and villas that stand amidst the smog. Piles of
metal trash that contain aluminum and lead-based materials lie between or in the backyard of
the houses. Cars that an average villager in Vietham cannot afford, like BMW, Lexus, and
Camry, are parked in line in front of the houses. Sadly, this description applies not only to Man
Xa; many other villages including the infamous Dong Mai, share the same fate.

Studies show that the children in villages like Dong Mai had elevated blood lead levels (BLL).
The study by the University of Washington shows of 109 children evaluated, BLL was ten times
higher than the standard set by Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCP) in the US. BLL



of children in Dong Mai was 45-64.9 ug/dL (16% of children) and >65 pg/Dl (14% of children).
There is also damage to the environment. In Dong Mai, the presence of lead in soil is higher
than 1200 mg/kg, the US Environmental Protection Agency standard for non-play sites. This is
critical, considering that some of the soil samples were taken from children’s playgrounds. The
contaminated soil also causes trees to slowly die out in the village.

For the health of the people and the environment, smelting and recycling in residences should
be banned, and industrial activities should be relocated away from villages. For example, Man
Xa’s project of building of a wastewater treatment plant along with lead smelting and a
recycling factory away from Man Xa has not progressed since approval in 2015.

Yet, there are villages where these solutions were implemented successfully; the Vietnam
Environment Administration had reallocated the industrial activities from residencies by
creating a smelting facility within 1 km from Dong Mai. Moreover, in 2013, the Blacksmith
Institute launched a project aiming to clean up some of the contaminated home interior and
cover the contaminated soil to stop the movement of the lead across the village. This resulted
in the decrease in the median BLL from 40.35 pg/dL to 13.3 pg/dL.

Yet, all these efforts are not enough because BLL among children and adults is still higher than
the standard by CDCP. The government should launch a large-scale clean-up project. The
pollution is so severe that there should be clean-up process like the one that Superfund
program does, a US program that was designed to manage the cleanup of most hazardous sites
in the US. There has never existed a clear guidance on clearing hazardous sites in Vietnam, so
these detailed actions will serve as a guide for the Vietnamese government to initiate clean-ups
of these villages. Superfund’s clean-up process is very detailed. It starts with the assessment of
the site, where the level of hazard is determined. The next steps are prioritizing the most
hazardous sites, publishing plans for public opinion, and only then implementing the plans.
After that, there is a regular monitoring of the site, to make sure that none of the hazardous
things will threaten people’s and the environment’s health again.

Clearly, these solutions will require a lot of funding and affect the livelihood of the population,
but that can be easily mitigated. The funding could come from taxation of the residents in the
rich lead recycling villages or from NGOs in and outside Vietnam. The distance to lead recycling
and smelting factories is not a problem either, people in the villages can afford bikes or electro
bikes that are pretty common and cheap in Vietnam.

We should accept that there will be some inconveniences caused by associated with efforts to
prevent the severe pollution in Dong Mai and Man Xa villages in Bac Ninh province. We need to
stop the pollution in those villages because it will eventually lead to environmental degradation
in the whole province. The question is, do we want all of our villages in Bac Ninh share the same
fate as Man Xa and Dong Mai? Do we want our children to have a bright future? Our bright
future is impossible if we live in the area covered in black dark smog.



