
  

Criteria for Quantitative Reasoning Course Designation 

According to the College Bulletin, "A Quantitative Reasoning Course is a regular academic course 
designed to provide a solid foundation for the interpretation and critical understanding of the world 
through numbers, logic, or deductive and analytical reasoning. Both words are carefully chosen: 
'quantitative' suggests having to do with numbers and relations and logic, while 'reasoning' refers to the 
creation and interpretation of arguments. Courses that focus on the analysis of and drawing of inductive 
inferences from quantitative data as well as courses that concentrate on the formulation of deductive and 
analytical arguments can satisfy this requirement. 'QR' courses can be offered from any department at the 
College."  

The following criteria will be used to assess whether or not a course qualifies for a "QR" designation: 

1. At least one-third of the class (measured through evaluation, instruction or materials: must be devoted 
to quantitative reasoning. 

2. A course must encompass instruction in interpretation as well as method and technique. 

3. Students must be given opportunities to practice and refine their quantitative skills with feedback from 
the instructor. 

4. At least one-third of the student's grade will be based on quantitative work. 

By the word quantitative, we mean to include both logical/deductive reasoning as well as reasoning from 
data. 

In your "QR" course designation proposal, please provide the following information: 

1. Describe the content of the course which you believe renders it suitable for fulfilling the QR 
requirement. 

2. How do you plan to implement the instruction in quantitative reasoning? 

3. How do you plan to give students opportunities for practice and to provide feedback on their 
quantitative work? 

4. How will you assess students’ quantitative reasoning achievement relative to the course grade? 

Please attach a course description if it is different from the College Bulletin description, and a syllabus, if 
available. Submit requests to Emily Marshall.  
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