Criteria for Comparative Civilizations Courses
1. The course must make an effort to come to grips with the specificity, the cultural distinctiveness of at least one non-Western civilization. It cannot consist merely of an application of Western modes of thought to non- Western subject matter in search of a "uniformitarian" theory applicable to the whole world.
2. At least half of the time in the course must be devoted to materials from outside of the traditions that have shaped the modern West or entered into its composition. It cannot focus essentially on one of the traditions on which the Western civilization has been based or which has been generated from Western sources and view "non-Western" traditions only marginally, without giving as much attention to them for their own sake as to the West.
3. The course must be taught in a comparativist perspective, so that the structure of one civilization is illuminated by its continuous comparison with the structure of at least one other civilization. A course that does not have cross-civilizational comparisons built into its design does not meet the Comparative Civilizations objective to connect, not to isolate the historical traditions around which mankind has been and is organized.

