To: College Faculty

From: Shalom Staub, Associate Provost for First-Year Programs

Re: Call for First-Year Seminar Proposals for Fall 2013
Date: October 10, 2012
 

The College invites faculty proposals for Fall 2013 First-Year Seminars. Please complete the seminar proposal form (attached or available on the APSC web page: http://www.dickinson.edu/academics/resources/apsc/content/Deadlines-for-Committee-Business/),and return it electronically no later than November 30th to Shalom Staub and Diane Potteiger. In December APSC will review the proposed seminars.

Dickinson’s First-Year Seminar Program
The First-Year Seminar (FYS) introduces students to Dickinson as a “community of inquiry” by developing habits of mind essential to liberal learning. Through the study of a compelling issue or broad topic chosen by their FYS professor, students will:
· Critically analyze information and ideas,
· Examine issues from multiple perspectives,
· Discuss, debate and defend ideas, including one’s own views, with clarity and reason,
· Develop discernment, facility and ethical responsibility in using information, and
· Create clear academic writing.
All faculty members depend on their colleagues teaching first-year seminars in a given year to help new students move through a path of learning towards these goals.  Note that the five program goals are the critical elements of the FYS.  Your topic for the course is your vehicle to help students reach these goals.  
Writing in the FYS
The FYS program provides the foundation for Dickinson’s writing program.  All seminars should include multiple writing assignments and at least one opportunity for revision.  Through these assignments, students should be taught to (a) create a thesis statement, (b) organize a logical argument, (c) use clear and concise language, and (d) understand audience.  

 

The First-Year Seminar and Writing Programs recognize that there are multiple ways to achieve these learning goals for writing.  In designing an FYS, faculty are encouraged to employ their own disciplinary perspectives to usher students into the “community of inquiry.”  In the past, FYS instructors, depending on their disciplines, have introduced students to academic writing through a wide variety of genres: annotated bibliography, comparative analysis, argument, research paper, summary, application, response, reflection, close reading, book review, case study, poster, blog, podcast, and electronic presentation.  Faculty members are encouraged to work from their strengths.
Themes
FY Seminar proposals are welcomed on any topic within your areas of knowledge and expertise. Given the prominence of sustainability education at Dickinson, we would be particularly pleased to see seminar proposals addressing sustainability, utilizing the encompassing definition of social, economic and environmental sustainability articulated by the Center for Sustainability Education.  As appropriate, some faculty members have found that service-learning or other forms of experiential learning can be powerful pedagogies in FYS, providing a strong basis for writing and critical thinking. Please note that the content of a first-year seminar cannot duplicate that of a course already in the College Bulletin.

Connecting Seminars—Learning Communities
Many faculty members have found satisfaction in linking their own seminar to another based on a common theme to create a learning community.  Faculty members themselves find this collegial interaction stimulating, and furthermore, they find that the resulting experiences for their students provide rich educational opportunities.  Students in a learning community live with one another on the same hall, and faculty commit to developing a series in- and out-of-class experiences that deepen the learning and create opportunities for connection across the seminars.  Faculty who teach in learning communities receive a stipend for the extra effort and time they necessarily devote, and they are assigned an upper-class student learning community coordinator who manages logistical details.  More information can be found here:  http://www.dickinson.edu/academics/first-year-programs/learning-communities/content/Faculty-Information/  
I will make every effort to circulate the names of faculty members scheduled to teach a seminar in Fall 2013 before the deadline to facilitate communication about possible linkages.  Once proposals are submitted, I will notify faculty members whose individual proposals share common themes or potential linkages in order to explore possible connections.
Connecting Seminars—Residential Clusters
As of Fall 2012, FY housing is being organized by thematic clusters of FY seminars.  Students in a particular seminar live together in the same “neighborhood”—Drayer, Adams or the Quads.  The goal is to capitalize on our residential campus character to foster a FY experience where learning and intellectual engagement extend beyond the classroom.   FY Seminars are organized into informal “clusters” with broad thematic linkages, and these clusters of seminars will be assigned to particular neighborhoods.  For example, this fall, Adams houses the Science and Society cluster, Sustainability cluster, and a learning community on Utopias.  Other clusters during this current year include Major Ideas, Close Readings, Democracy, Sexuality, and Health.  
Organizing housing by these thematic clusters does not presuppose that FYS faculty have any commitments to connecting with their students in the residential environment.  The Neighborhood’s Faculty Associate and an upper-class student seminar connections coordinator help the FY students, both informally and formally, to create opportunities to engage FYS topics in their residential environments.  We are closely monitoring this residential clustering approach, and we will explore appropriate refinements as we move into Fall 2013.
 

FYS Workshops 
Faculty members are expected to attend a full-day workshop in late May devoted to FYS course development and writing, and another workshop in late-August focused on your role as your FYS students’ academic advisor. You will receive a stipend for your participation.  These meetings will be scheduled in the last week of May, and in late August, probably Monday, August 19th.  I will confirm specific dates for the May workshop in early 2013.  If you are scheduled to teach FYS in 2013, please be sure to take these dates into account as you plan your summer research or travels.
The FYS Calendar 
Please note that First-Year Seminars begin during Orientation and end one week before the end of classes. For 2013, The first two class sessions for your FY Seminar will be held on Thursday, August 22 from 9-10:15 a.m. and Saturday, August 24 from 1-2:15 p.m., with group advising scheduled on Friday, August 23 from 9-10 a.m.  Since we have implemented Summer Advising, 99% of incoming students arrive with 4 courses, so the FYS faculty member is no longer saddled with working on course selection and schedudling with 15 students at the last minute.  FYS faculty will be asked to meet individually with their seminar students sometime between Friday, August 23 and the following Friday, August 30—the last day of Add/Drop.
PAGE  
2

