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The Chesapeake Bay watershed encompasses 64,000

square miles, accommodating over 18.5 million people 3{

and 3,600 plant and animal species (What is a — TR
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falling within its bounds, including Carlisle! Due to the size B L [0
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Chesapeake Bay Program and its partners have developed A \
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improvements, by 2022 it was announced ™ L 23 177 cresapeske Bay Watershed
that the 2025 WIPs were charting off-course, Source: Virginia Department of Forestry

highlighting the need for future planning beyond 2025 (2025 Watershed Implementation Plans
(WIPS), n.d.).

Looking Beyond 2025

To get back on track, the Chesapeake Bay Program formed a Beyond 2025 Steering Committee
whose purpose is to “recommend a path forward that prioritizes and outlines steps for meeting
goals and outcomes of an agreement beyond 2025” (Chesapeake Bay Program, 2024a).

Convening to draft a preliminary report, released on July 1st, the Steering Committee outlined a
critical pathway and recommendations for the Chesapeake Bay watershed's future. Specifically,
the committee recommends: 1) adherence to the 2014 Chesapeake Watershed Agreement, 2)
foster partnerships to ensure commitment fulfillment, and 3) advancing scientific research,
restoration efforts, and partnerships (Chesapeake Bay Program, 2024b).

What Can you Do?

ALLARM and our volunteers monitor waterways throughout the state, helping
address local concerns and identify areas with high pollutant loads - but there are
ways for you to help the Bay without hopping into a stream. Scan this QR code to
find out how!
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