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For over ten years, hundreds of Dickinson students have dedicated their well-
earned breaks to service through participation in Dickinson service trips. These
trips have brought teams of students, faculty, and staff together to serve various
communities across the country, and this year was no different. A team of 15
Dickinsonians drove for two days to serve with Habitat for Humanity of
Greenwood, SC. The Greenwood, SC, community is one that has faced a number
of challenges, many stemming from a changing economy and the closing of
several factories in recentyears. Throughoutthe week, our team was welcomed
into this community with open arms as they worked to provide assistance to those
who needed it most.

From March 8"-16" these 15 Dickinsonians defied the stereotypes of the typical
college student and the typical “spring break.” Instead of warm tropical beaches,
they chose the chilly temperatures of northwest South Carolina. Instead of hotels
and lavish apartments, they chose cement floors and sleeping bags. Instead of
fancy meals and parties, they chose simple dinners, and games of “sardines”,
“catch phrase,” and “word assassins.” Instead of thinking of themselves, they
thought of others.

Through their work, the team’s work impacted many as they weather-proofed
windows, mudded and “stomped” a ceiling for a family, roofed a picnic shelter at
a local park, and roofed a home for a new family. Close friendships were formed
among team members, as well as neighbors and community members. Although
all who participated began this trip as strangers, they ended it as family, and
unknowingly, became part of something greater than themselves. Their passion
for service was greatly appreciated and noticed more than they realized. As Ralph
Waldo Emerson once said, “What you do speaks so loudly that | cannot hear
what you say.”

Read on to learn how the deafening actions of our students in just one week
changed their own perspectives, opened eyes, and brought hope to those in need.




Saturday, March 9" 2013 - Brooke Serra ‘15

Yesterday was a great beginningtothe trip! One of the mainreasons| wanted to do service overthe
tripwas so that | could meetand befriend people from all different parts of Dickinson and life in general.
It'sonly beenone dayand | already feel likelI’m doingthat. Like I said, inreflection yesterday, | really
noticed how nice and friendly everyoneis here. My dad always taught me to be kind to everyone and to
be respectful toall people I meet. I didn’trealize that wasjust cultural customs for some places because
at home, itis not. | definitely needto be sure that | keep being friendly to everyone and extending my
kindnesstothose around me.

Saturday, March 9", 2013 — Molly Thorne ‘15

Day 1: This was the day we had all beenwaitingfor! | don’tthinkitcould have gone any better.
Everyone seemedto click from the very beginning which was so excitingto use. Even justat the end of
day one | feltlike | have had some really great bonding moments and insightful conversations. It
became very clearto me very early on that thisisa WONDERFUL group of people. One of my favorite
moments of the day was driving through the mountains as Jamie’s copilot-the music, the company, the
setting; itwasall so perfectly comfortableand exciting there all atthe same time. I’'mreally excited to
have these people surrounding me this week becauseitis clearthere are no judgmentsabouteach
otheror our surroundings, whichis something | feel like we never getto experience enough of. I'm
excited tolearn more about everyone and see everyone’s journey and discoveries as we continue to
travel through the south and meet new people and new cultures.

Saturday, March 9™ 2013 - Jamie Bugel ‘13

We started outfor Asheville, NCearlyinthe morningand the weatherforarriving could not have been
nicer. The sky was so blue and every time we got out of the car it was a little bitwarmer. It was so
refreshingto getto go to a warmer place and get a taste of spring.

Everyone gotalonggreatin the vans and we could listen to great musicthe whole way. When we went
through VA then TN theninto NC the views of the mountains were breathtaking. We wentthrough PA,
MD, WV, VA, TN, and NC all inone day!

| was nervous about gettinginto Ashevilleand notfinding agood place to eat or walk around but we
were lucky to have Amandafind a place with outdoorgames and actually the coolestfeel toit, justafew
blocks away from where we parked and had a delicious meal. We got to see street performers, dogs
galore and much more in Ashevilleeven forthe shortest eveningand I’'m glad we got to visit.

Overall,itwasalongday inthe car but I've already forgotten about sittingand just remembering the
great sightsand sounds of the firstleg of our spring break trip.

Saturday, March 9", 2013 — Mical Tawney ‘15

Today was wonderful! | enjoyed talking to everyone whiledriving and getting to know more about
them. Afterreflection, Ithought more about some comments made. Aaron mentioned (I think) thatit
seems at Dickinsonthatthere is a sense that people are afraid of beingthemselves unlike Asheville. This
was interestingto me because | would agree in a certain extent. | think that people actlike they want




especially with the “group” that they associate with but that people may change this with othergroups
on campus. | am certainly guilty of doingthis. Peoplecreate groups to help them control all of chaosin
the world and to help them organize certain parts of theirworld. This may be a large factor as to why
people act this way at Dickinson, especially because collegeis such a time of change for people. Itis
interesting to think of why students at Dickinson act this way and how it might be changed.

Sunday, March 10", 2013 — Mamadou Balde ‘16

Aftervisitingthe Pearson Waterfall, and driving through the landscape, we reached our destination:
Greenwood South Carolina. | have to say that the ride was fun and very relaxing. We started the day by
leaving Ashevillewhere we started experiencing the southern hospitality. It was a nice and interesting
city that has a lot to offer. Personally,| was amazed at how people from different styles of living were
interacting. It was justdifferent from the northern part of the United States.

Looking back at the things we did today, | came to realize that my perception of the south before | came
here was just misleading. Asaman of color, | was told to be very careful comingto the south because of
my race. However, the people living here seemvery nice and I’'m surprised to say that | like the southem
culture. Especially the way people communicate. Sofar, | believeand have positivefeelings that coming
to Greenwood would make me more aware of the southern culture and help me understand and
appreciate wholam and what | do.

Although we did not start our service to the greenwood community, it seems that we will have agood
experience working with the other groups and learningabout the community that we will serve. We
were warmly welcomed by the church and had a place to stay forthe week.

As forthe group growth, | believe that we are learning more about each otheras time passes by. Today
was the second day of our tripand | already feel close to the many of you. The time we spent at church
was justamazingand chill. (Ha-ha, we ate 4 bowls of chips andsalsa!!!). ’'mlooking forward to have
more opendiscussion amongthe group and share some experiences. I’'m glad to be part of thisteam,
and togetherl believe we willgrow and become strongerin our commitmentto helpingothers.

| would like to end this entry by highlightingthe good times | had today. Firstit was the delicious
breakfast from the motel. Second, the adventurous hiking at the Blue Ridge Park, and the wonderful and
unexpected lunch atthe Calm da Towne. Finally, we saw the beautiful view of the Pearson Waterfall,
where we took amazing pictures and had fresh air. Then, the great dinner at Chili’ s and the basketball
game with Riley, Sean and Asir. | have to say that it’sbeena good day and hopingto see a betterand
more rewarding day tomorrow. Good Night!!!

Sunday, March 10", 2013 — Amanda Hanson

Thisis easily my seventh oreighth time leading a group of college students on a service trip. You would
think that by now, | would be tired of them or they would be boring or repetitive. However, it truly is not
the case! | still LOVE service trips, they really are one of the reasons | fell in love with higher education,
and definitely one of the mainreasons|do what| do. There is something almost magical about pilinga
group of studentsintovans, driving somewhere “else”, and serving the community foraweek. (They
thinkthey are just giving back fora week). What the students often don’tsee —and | do from my




perspective —is the amounts of growth in them-selves, challenges to overcome, and friendships that
form.

Today was one of my favorite parts of the trip. The teamisjust comfortable enough with each otherto
start talkingand opening up, butthe inside jokes and potential cliques haven’t started yet. Yesterday,
especially forthe initial drive, the team was polite and friendly. Today | saw a world of difference, and it
was fantastic. We took a short hike —walk really —up to Pearson’s falls. Watching the students atthe
waterfall was really great. Everyone mingled, chatted with each otherand had a great afternoon. They
were SO much more comfortable with each otherthan this time yesterday. We were alsoatan
absolutely stunning waterfall on abeautiful Sunday afternoon that was both springand warm. Yes, |
realize the challenge of trying to explain what five, fifteen, ortwenty minutes means without the rest
happeningyettryto imagine itasa montage with musicovertop inthe start of whatyou KNOW will be
a great movie. Yes, that’s exactly it.

Sunday, March 10", 2013 - Cindy Baur ‘16

Driving through the mountains of North and South Carolina was absolutely beautiful. | love drivingand
today reminded me of the many trips I’ve taken with my family. | heard Asirand Angelatalking about
how theirfamily trips are usually rushed and that they’ve been enjoying the relaxed pace of this trip. |
have to agree withthem. Once of the things | love about these tripsis how relaxed everythingis. Yes,
thereisaschedule butit’sneverasissue if we don’t exactly sticktoit. When we drove past Pearson’s
Falls earlierand saw it was closed, itwas no problem. Drivingon thatdirtroad and ending up at that
school and restaurantturned outto be a perfect way tostart the day. Then whenwe were onthe hike, |
loved how relaxed the atmosphere was still. When Mical announced that we have 5 minutes leftatthe
falls, Ilooked around and kept trying to guess what everyone was thinking. Thatlocation reminded
everyone of something different. Forme, it was a hike in CostaRica that ended up at a similar waterfall.
Then | started thinking about a bike ride | took with my sisters Vicky and Diane last year. During the ride,
we found a random little waterfall. The whole experience like the day we had in Asheville, made me
think abouthow I'd love to go back to revisit these places and explore more. I'm really curious if anyone
else was thinkingabout anything similar during those last 5 minutes.

Sunday, March 10", 2013 -- Riley Dickson ‘15

Travelingwhenyou’re notinarush isalways a lot nicer. It was nice being able to take out time on the
lastlegof the trip. Today, you could definitely tell we wereinthe south. The accents, hospitality,
Romney stickers, cars (tons more SUV’s) were all more apparent today. | have visited every region of the
United States and the southis truly the only region with anindependentidentity, atleastin my opinion.
I’'m glad that | got some exercise; | was going a little crazy afterseveral meals of good ole’ southern
cooking. I’'mexcited forwhatthe week will bringand I’'m enjoying the group. It'sa much different group
of people than | surround myself with at Dickinson.

Sunday, March 10", 2013 — Phanette Nguyen ‘16

We successfully persuaded Asirto singfor usin his native language - Bangeli. It was just very
spontaneousand | think everyone really appreciated it. Anyway, itslights-outand I’m writingunderthe
light from my iPod now. Tonight, is ourfirst nightsleepingtogetherinthe church. Tomorrow we are
goingto the work site and start working. I’'m excited and nervous atthe same time though. During
reflection we talked alotabout how helping peopleout can be tricky sometimes. But, I’'m sure




everything willwork out. Okay|I’'m goingto stop writing now because | don’t wantto disturb people
with the sound from my pencil.

Monday, March 11", 2013 - Phanette Nguyen ‘16

We had our first work day today!!! The sun wasn’t out until noonandit wasa bitchillytoosothat was a
biglow for some people including me. Butanyway, we quickly got to work after having breakfast
prepared by Mical’s crew. Atthe worksite, we were splitinto2groupsand the genderissue did come
up at some pointwhere we feltlike we were beingtreated alittle bit unequally: the boys always get the
harderand more difficultjobs than the girls. Mical brought up a really good point of how that might be
justan aspect of Southern culture and how the volunteers just want to be gentlemen.

On mysite, where we had Angela, Becky, Kate, Molly, Brooke, Andy, Asirand me, even though there
was a lotof workand we feltkind of frustrated by that, overall it was good. We helped atotal of 3
familiesfixing their storm windows, repainting the shutter, and caulking (whichisanew skill I justlearnt
yay me!). Itjustfeltreally good, beingable to help people and see how appreciativethey are too. So
that’s out firstday. It wasraininga little bittonight but we hope everything will clear up by tomorrow
and the sun shines more too.

Monday, March 11“‘, 2013 - Cate Munkittrick ‘14

Well, today was my first day of actually doing service for Habitat. It definitely was notwhat|have
expectedinmyhead. Ithoughtwe would be inthislittle neighborhood outinthe country, buildinga
house. Asitturnedout, our first day was a bunch of little rehab projects on houses. Atfirst, Iwasa
little disappointed that we wouldn’t all be working togetherto create a house we could take pride in
building. I had envisioned myselfworking underthe sun, hammeringaway. Well the sun eventually
came outtoday, which was a welcomedsight. AndIrealized that working on a bunch of little rehab
projects was still making a significant difference inthe Greenwood community, whichis why | wanted to
goon aservicetripinthe first place. We were able tointeract with aboutfoursets of homeownersand
they were all soincredibly gracious forourwork.

| had the pleasure of caulking windows for the first time today. Needlesstosayitwas quite a sloppyjob
(Mike was polite tocomment). | apologized to the homeowner, but he didn’t care how the window
looked aslongas it stayedin place. | realized how paradoxical this situation would be in my town. Most
people wholive therewould flip out if they found out an inexperienced 21 yearold girl was caulking
theirwindows and leaving smudges everywhere. However, the homeownersin Greenwood were simply
appreciative of the work being done, not caring (or not affording to care) of the quality of the job. This
situation reminded me of how easy it can be to become obsessed with how you are perceived by others.
It saddens me tosee the length people in my town will goto just portray the ideal “wel I-to-do”
appearance interms of theirhomes and themselves. The homeownersin Greenwood reminded me of
how much more importantitis to connect with people on the personal leveland notto try and live up
to a superficial standard some people try to set.

Monday, March 11"‘, 2013 — Angela Medrano ‘16
I’'min love with difference. Partially because it just makes our common goal of helping those in need
that much more emphasized, but also because listening to different accentsis actually the best.




| wonder if country musicistheiractual favorite type of music. lknow it has been played multipletimes
whenwe were listeningto the radio, and their accents seem to match the same in notations within
country music. | wonderif the majority of South Carolina follows the "stereotype" accent. I'd love to
hearthat accent inrap or opera, something unexpected.

Anyway, today’s favorite moments werelistening to people’s stories and hanging out with you guys. Itis
incrediblehow openthey are, how willing they are to share themselves with complete strangers. I’'m so
grateful and lucky to heartheirstory, their culture and how that was created. | really adore gettingto
know each one of you. Also marriage between mama +Stephanie =beautiful. Can’t waitto live more
memories with ya’ll.

Monday, March 11", 2013 — Aaron Hock ‘15

Well ourservice work has official begun, and it was certainly very rewarding. The first rewarding aspect
was talking tothe men whom with we worked. Each one had an array of experiencesthey werewilling
to share with us. For instance, Hank spent 3 years building his own house. And Doris’ wife usedtolive
where lam from in Pennsylvania. Their “Southern hospitality” shone through in their willingness to help,
but they also showed genuine interestin our own background and experiences.

Another highlight of the day was meeting Mr. Williams, whose home we were working on. He showed
incredibleappreciation forthe work being done and his prese nce allowed us to fill-in another part of the
narrative about poverty in Greenwood. For Mr. Williams, the cost of his cancertreatments was likely
one factor that led to poverty. Yet, Mr. Williams was also black. In a region of the US where racial
prejudice and discrimination are so persuasive, the color of Mr. William’s skin put him ata disadvantage
since the day he was born. Thisis why so many more blacks live below the poverty line than whites.
Thoughit is definitely more complicated than this, | am interested in how race and poverty correlate
hereinthe South.

| am alsointerested inthe role of crime in this equation. One of the mostinteresting things | heard
today was some of the volunteers discussing the weapons they owned. Apparently, South Carolina has
the highest number/percentage of concealed weapon owners. Forthem it was clearly a means of
protection, suggesting that violence either with guns or not, was an appropriate punishment for crime.
Theftwasclearlyan issue inthe area, with the men pointing out suspicious people walking by who
happenedto be black. Theyalso were sure to lock up all theirtools and chain togethertheirladders.
Thiswas interesting to me since | come from a town where peopledon’teven lock theirdoors. Though
it’sknown that poverty and crime are usually found togetherit’s really frustrating that people feel like
(concealed) weapons are the necessary response. More things to ponder as the week goes on.

Tuesday, March 12™ 2013 - Asir Saeed ‘16

Day four. Things have been moving alotfasterand smootherthanthe previous days. There was norush,
no unexpectedness, and no wearinesswhen | woke up inthe morning. However, as | stuffed bread in my
mouth, swallowed it with milk and headed forthe van, little did | know that | would have to take down a
roof and put up a new one. It was excitingto say the leastand today was much busierthanthe previous
ones. | wasa little scared in the beginning but slowly got used to the standing on a slantingroof with a
shovelin my hand, scraping out the roofing shingles. Time flew by so fast; by the time we took it down it
was already lunch time. Lunch was great! We had Lasagna, pasta, salad and brownies and cake for
dessert. ltamazes me every time | see their hospitality. After lunch all of us went outside because the
sunwas shiningand simply beinginthe warmth, oblivious to the world around us, in peace and quiet.




Work afterlunchwenta lot easier because we were used to the conditions and the delicious lunch
recharged our batteries. During the later part, Aaron, Brooke, and | went with one of the volunteersto
scoop mulch onto a trailer. That became my high of the day as we were riding around greenwood on the
back of a truck, feelingits clear, fresh airrushing past us.

Anotherone of my highs of the day was cooking dinnerwith everybody, and havingit outside just during
sunset. Ifeltwe had formed and strengthened ourbonds. Dinner ended with laughter with everyone
sharing a funny moment of the day. We even had a discussion during reflections and we played Sardines
afterwards. I really felt challenged both mentally and physically. Moreover, I'm looking forward to
finishingthe roof and another day of fun community service.

Tuesday, March 12", 2013 - Sean Brennan ‘14

Can make cement mud unlike any other
Loves making housesin his purple jacket
Yells at the top of hislungs, build!
Damn, Clyde go hard in the paint
Everyone aspirestobe Clyde

Mamadou leftus all speechless

Always belongs to the ball team that wins

Mama don’tlose with the game on his shoulders

Always plays hard defense

Doesn’t have any competitors whenreading would you rather
Oh wow he got mad game

Ur da man.

Wednesday, March 13" 2013 - Jamie Bugel ‘13

We've beenin Greenwood forafew days and it’s gone by so quickly. But has alsofeltlike alifetime at
the same time. | have beenso lucky and have seen every place that we have worked (the larger projects
as well asthe smaller maintenance jobs that | have been focusingon).

Today Mamadou and | finished painting and caulking windows for a woman who offered us sweet
potato pie. It wasdeliciousand | have neverhadit before. She was extremely nice and thanked us for
our work. We also got to talk with Mike a lot more today, which was great because he is not usually
much of a chatter. We asked him what age he would wantto go back to if he could and he said his mid-
thirties. His reasoning was so fascinating because he said at the time he was only focused on himself. He
said he usedto laugh at the people doing service justlike he is doing now, but has obviously changes his
ways.

| keep thinkingthatsince | am graduating soon | am done with major personal growth, but Mike’s
comments showed me that you really are evolving throughout your entire life.




Alsoitwas my favorite weather, bright blue sky and alittle chilly butso great. 1 did geta little burnt but
that may have beenthe wind.

Wednesday, March 13", 2013 — Mical Tawney ‘15

Religion hasreally been on my mind forthese past couple of days. | have been exposedtoreligion
before anditsimportantrole in the south but lately, | have beenlookinginto my views on religion.

| was so happy with the discussion that happened tonightand was also happy to see that other people
were all thinking similarthingstome. Ithinkthat religion can do bad and good thingsand | enjoyed that
the video talked about how it was more importantto do good deeds ratherthan to do the “traditions”
of religion. Ithinkreligion and tradition coincide with one anotherand thatitis deeperthanthat. |
thinkitmay be a lack of educationonone’sownreligion ora lack of interest. Ithink one should be truly
interestedinthe religion one participates in whichis why | want to explore otherreligions outside of
Christianity. Growingup with a curtainreligion can really influence a person and how they grow
individually and see the world whichis why | like when parents allow their kids to make theirown
religious choices. There isso much that | could say on the topicof religion butthisis enough for now.

Wednesday, March 13", 2013 - Brooke Serra ‘15

Besides all of the amazing service we’ve been providing, some of the best parts of the trip have been our
discussionsand getting to know each other. | think | have learned something new about every person
on thistripand in the Habitatfamily. From watching Mamadou and Asirpray to comingup witha new
social project with Molly, everyone has made aninvaluable impression on me. | have loved gettingto
know a side of Dickinson I might neverhave gottento meet otherwise. We are able to laugh with each
otherand turn every new situationinto a positive, fun one. Listening to people’s highs/lows hasshown
me how great everyone else’s weeks have been, and I’'m happy that | got to be a part of that. | hope we
all continue to be friends and hangout and laugh together when we get back to Dickinson. Also, you're
allinvited tothe real wedding (even Sean).

Wednesday, March 13" 2013 - Molly Thorne ‘15

Thismorning| was so tired and it was pretty cold and the morning was pretty slow moving. Luckily the
rest of the crew joined usinthe afternoon, which pretty much made my day. We played tons of fun
gamesto make everything go by fasterand more fun. Brooke and | won the wheelbarrow race ona
technicality, but we still won.
Key Events of the Day:

- Hank-—a little bitcranky today (Update as of 3/14: Hank and | are back on good terms)

- Mike gone for “hours” = nap time!

o Thiswas an example of how amazingJamie and Mical are as trip leaders —they saw that
iswas not necessary foreveryoneto stay at the work site forhours. It seems sosimple
butit’'snotand they have done an amazingjob of managingeveryone’s desires and
needsthis week. Love them

- Areyouafanorafollower?
o Got to meetand interact with Westminster Presbyterian Congregation!
o Metalovelylady...don’trememberhername...




Wednesday, March 13", 2013 —Sean Brennan ‘14

(Dirt Road Anthem tune)

Greenwood Anthem

Dirt Road Anthem

Chillinon Lindsey Road

Laid back swervin’ like Clyde Blizzard

Ridin’ dirty rollin’ out like wind

Barry’s tin sittin’ inthe console

Memory lane up inthe headlights

It got me reminding onthem good times.
I’'mturnin’ of a real life drive and that’s right
I’m hittin’ easy street with vantimes

Back on Monday Phoenix Street was the place to go
Load the vans up and hitthe mainroad

Jumpthe curl, spread the word

Lightthe bonfire then call the crew

Barry’s dip and Larry’s pipe

PapaJohnn’ Mike were a few good men

Where you learned to shingle, paintand stomp too.

Better watch outfor the boysin the crew
All this small town he said she said
Ain’titfunny how stories spread?

Like | know somethingy’all don’tknow
Man painterBobis gettingold

You better mind your business man,
Watch your mouth

Before | have to know that loud mouth out
I’'mtired of talkingmany’all ain’tlistening
That old Greenwood is what y’all missing?

(Chorus)

| sitback and think aboutthem Greenwood days
The way we worked inthe southern ways

And we like sweetteaand un-sweettoo

And ifits broke can there we fix it

| can telly’all wheretogo

Downto the West Muster back in the woods

We doit differentdown here that’s right

But we sure do it goodand we doitall night

So if youreallywantto know how it feels

To get off the road with vans and Dickinson logos




Jumponinand tell yourfriends
We'll raise some hell where the city limitends

(Chorus X2)

Thursday, March 14”‘, 2013 - Cindy Baur ‘16

Today wasan amazing day. It was my firsttime at this work site working with everyone on the roofing. |
think out of all of the jobs|’ve done on this trip | like puttingon the roof the best. It’s like piecing
togethera puzzle. My favorite part of the day was the dinnerat Chad’s. | especially enjoyed when
Aaron handed out the paperplate awards. | haven’tworked closely with many of the volunteers except
for today but I still really enjoyed working with them. I love theirsense of humor. This week has gone
by sofast. | can’t believe tomorrow isthe lastday. I’'mso thankful forthis week, the people (both from
Dickinson and all the other workers) and the service we’ve completed. I’'mso glad I’ve been able to
share this experience with everyone.

Thursday, March 14" 2013 — Mamadou Balde ‘16

Today has beena great and very memorable day. This morning, we wentto the worksite early and found
out that we have to waitforanother hour before starting out. Brooke and | made some hot chocolate
for Hank and he really lovedit. The morning started with a cold weatherand that made working alittle
bit discouraging.

In the afternoon, things started getting betterand we were all onthe roof workingand having funny,
interesting conversation. This was the first time that we all worked inthe same site and | loved it.

Today was a special day because we had a tour of Greenwood and got t-shirts from Habitat. But | would
have to say that having dinnerat Chad’s house with the othervolunteers. The food was delicious and
the hospitality was justawesome. We had a very good time talking to the volunteers and their families.
It was nice hearingthemtalk about theirlives and share stories about theiryouth. ltwassucha
wonderful experience and that just made my day more amazingand | will always remember the fun,
nice and memorable stories we heard around the bonfire. It made me sad to see that the trip’s almost
- - overbut I'm very grateful to meet so many awesome folks
@ﬁ%&;;_ (actwaly qeeierday e iy and spendan entire spring with you guys. | hope that we
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- “Free spirit”

-She described the difference between faith and religion
-Artsy

-Biology focus

Aka Brooke’stwin

Definitions, according to Elise:
Faith - whatyou believe —your morals
Religion - structure by those with power

Though | may not agree with all of herviewpoints, | definitely appreciated her willingness to share such
opinionswith us. | was really surprised how much herviews differed from the majority of based religions
around and prove that the will to help and betterthe world can overpowerany possible social
discomfort.

Friday, March 15" 2013, Aaron Hock ‘15

Well, the trip has finally come to an end. But the accomplishments we've made thisweek are crazy to
think about. We did an entire roof! Thinking back overthe week, something that stood outto me was
the connectionsthat were made between the students and the Greenwood Habitat volunteers. They
showedthatitreallyisa small world afterall. Talking to Don | discovered that one of his wives used to
liveinYork, PA, where | am from, and she used to teach at the college there (notto mention that
apparently all of Don's wives are from Pennsylvania!). Then Chad "dropped the bomb" that he was
related to THE Dr. Benjamin Rush. The nerdy tour-guideside of me had a field day as Chad explained
some of his family history, and how Rush's son moved to South Carolinato be a pastor. These
happenings meant for me that no matter how different South Carolinaand its people seemto be from
Pennsylvaniaandits people, there are alot of mutual histories, experiences, and interests that can be
drawnon. | am not sayingthat "everyone isthe same deepinside! That's why everyone should be
treated equally!" Thisis not the truth: though | absolutely believe in equal rights | acknowledge that
people docome fromvery different experiences that shape who they are, what they have, and the
things they do. In Greenwooditseemslikethere was avisible divide between the upscale, thriving
downtown and the less wealthy suburban areas. The same divide seemed to exist at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, wherewe stayed. All of the members we met and all of the photos | saw featured
white members of the church. Yet I'm sure there are predominantly black Presbyterian churchesin
Greenwood. Eventhough they all believe in the same God and read the same Bible, thereisadivide. |
thinkthe people of Greenwood (and peopleall overthe United States) need to recognize difference and
privilege, but be willing to interact with people unlike themselves so that they can find commonalities
and break down the barriers socially created betweenrace, class, and so many otherthings. Greenwood
would benefit from this; my hometown would benefit from this, and as we travel home, | realize that
Carlisle certainly would as well.




Friday, March 15", 2013 Cate Munkittrick ‘14

It was hard saying goodbye to Greenwood. The peoplel met have impacted me in such different ways.
From Larry | learned that breaks are necessary, especially if they involve food. He had to tell us several
timestoget down from the roof and come have a snack. Barry taught us that safety comes first.|am
proud to say that | am returningto Carlisle with all my fingers and ten toes. Don was definitely the best
teacherof the group. He took time to teach us how to replace circuits and take out storm windows,
eventhoughitwould have beenfasterforhimtodo it all himself. Prett was a great example of someone
who wanted to personally give back to the community that raised him. He is happy with the life he has
ina world where peopleseemto want more and more for themselves. Clyde was agreat example of
how every little bit counts. He wasn’t able to fully get on the roof, but he still worked along the edges of
it, hammering away. Hank had faith in us. Sure he sat in a lawn chair while he told ustowork, but he
trusted we could buildit, and wanted us to have the opportunity toaccomplish buildingit ourselves.
Mike taught us patience, which we taught to him right back. He wasn’t used to dealing with college kids;
he was used to gettingthe job done. It took him a while to accept that the experiences of helping out
and volunteering were even more important than the physical result. | learned from him that some
people need timeto adjust to new situations, buttheir hearts are alwaysin the right place.

Finally, the mostimportantlesson waslearned from Chad, “If you do what you love, you will never work
adayinyourlife.” Itreally put me into perspective. So much of the college drive is focused on being




successful but not necessarily happy. Jamie made avery profound comment at reflection. She said she
always envisions herfuture in terms of the profession she willhave, From now on she will look forward
intothe future and examine the type of person she will be. lam goingto do my bestto embody that
attitude. Chadisalivingexample of doing what he loves and being happy —with friends, abeautiful
family, and a comfortable home. Because of the cancer, Chad knows his days are numbered. He wants
to die knowing he lived a happy and fulfilling life. However, aren’tall of our days numbered? Lifeis
short! From thistrip, | needto start measuring success by happiness.

Saturday, March 16", 2013 — Asir Saeed ‘16

Waking up this morning | missed the smell of paintand wood on my clothes. | was no longerinsidea
sleepingbagona cold hard floor, which made me realize | was finally heading back to Carlisle. It made
me realize how much | was goingto miss the volunte ers of Habitat, especially Chad, our antics at the
church, gettingup on a roof and hammeringin shingles, doing reflections atthe end of every day and
spendingtime with everyone on the trip. After breakfast we were back onthe road and throughoutthe
journey | keptremembering moments from last week. Last night’s reflections had me recharged and
focused onwhat | could try to do to contribute to my community. Moreover, | had made connection
with people who had similar passions about community service as | did. People who would keep me
focusedifl everlost my way.




