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College to Career Overview

• Academic advising, majors, and the value of the liberal arts

• How we help you find their authentic interests

• Engaging in the career exploration process

• Looking forward—Internships, Research, Job Search
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Center for Advising, Internships & Lifelong Career Development

Mission
We teach Dickinsonians to define and pursue their authentic interests – on campus and in the 
wider world.

Program Learning Goals
Through sustained, active participation with the Center for Advising, Internships and Lifelong 
Career Development, students and alumni will—

• Define their authentic interests

• Communicate the value of their experiences

• Develop personal action plans

• Recognize that career development is a social process that changes over time

• Gain confidence in their ability to achieve success – however they choose to define it. 
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Career/Advising Development

• What do you think you want to study & 

why?

• What do you think you want to do after you 

graduate & why?

• How do these two questions relate to one 

another & why?

• What’s fun for you? ….And why?
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Career Centers

THEN--1993

• Students think about careers senior year

• Employers expect to train employees

• Students access opportunities via bulletin 

boards, binders and job fairs

• More students began jobs with larger 

companies

NOW--2022

• Career is often a factor in the college 

decision process

• Students may think about career issues in 

their first year

• Employers want college grads who have 

developed professional skills

• Students access opportunities via a myriad 

of mediums that evolve and change daily

• A majority of students are hired by medium 

to small organizations
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Career Development Process
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Employers want Liberal Arts Grads

Liberal Arts is defined in this graph as humanities & social sciences 

STEPHEN M. SMITH '92

PRESIDENT AND CEO OF L.L.BEAN

ART HISTORY MAJOR

PHYSICS MINOR

LAUREN ASHLEY SMITH ‘06

HEAD WRITER AND EXECUTIVE PRODUCER: HBO SERIES “A BLACK LADY SKETCH SHOW”

AMERICAN STUDIES MAJOR

SPANISH MINOR
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Center for Advising, Internships & Lifelong Career 

Development’s Organizing Priority 
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Some of what we do…

• Summer Advising

• First Year Seminar Programming

• Programming for interest groups, clubs, 

organizations

• Departmental liaisons 

• Skill mapping

• Year-by-year career roadmap/pathways

• Personal Career Action Plan

• Internship Notation Program

• Internship Grants

• Externship program

• Academic Advising

• Pre-law & pre-health advising

• Group and individual advising & workshops

• Alumni and employer relations

• Academic Success Strategies

• Graduate School Articulation agreements

• Fellowships & other prestigious opportunities

• Alpha Lambda Delta and Phi Beta Kappa 

academic honors societies

• Curricular programming
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Being Career Ready for Launch
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Handshake—The Profile
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Handshake– Job and Internship Announcements  
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Handshake- Career Advisor Appointments and Resources
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Discernment for First-Years and Sophomores

• Encourage exploration

• Test and try out assumptions

• Acknowledge changing interests

• Facilitate connections inside of Dickinson

• Facilitate connections outside of Dickinson

• Get Involved—Volunteer, Work, Intern
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www.dickinson.edu/career
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Gaining Experiences

90% of Dickinson students complete an internship or undergraduate research before 

graduation.

Opportunities:

• Internship Search Support

• Internship Postings

• Alumni Networking Platforms

• Internship Notation Program

• Internship Grants

• Undergraduate Research



Useful education for the common good since 1783 

Families– Helping with Career Decisions 

Be a LISTENER: Choosing a career can be a stressful and confusing time. However, when a student has a 
supportive ear to listen, it can be a time of excitement and exploration.

Be an ADVOCATE: When something has the potential to cause stress, it is easy to put it aside until later. 
Career decisions are often put off until senior year. 

Be a NETWORKING RESOURCE: Even in the age of technology, most students find their jobs through the 
art of personal connections. 

Be a STORYTELLER: This is the most enjoyable part. Sharing your own career story and those of others 
you know will alleviate some of their fear of the unknown. 



Useful education for the common good since 1783 

How can I get Involved as New Dickinson Family Member? 

• Hire a Dickinson Intern

• Post a Job with Us

• Host a Dickinson Job Shadow over Winter Break 

• Give Career Advice to Students by joining Alumnifire

• Follow us on Instagram- DsonCareer

More information can be found at www.Dickinson.edu/career or by emailing career@dickinson.edu

https://www.dickinson.edu/info/20211/career_center/3025/dickinson.alumnifire.com
http://www.dickinson.edu/career
mailto:career@dickinson.edu
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Q&A

Annie Kondas

Director of Career Development

Advising, Internships, Career Center

Dickinson College 

kondasa@dickinson.edu

mailto:kondasa@dickinson.edu

