ENST 406









M. Heiman

Senior Seminar: Fall 2011

Waste, Race, and Class: Environmental Justice in a Global Context
Seminar Meetings: Wednesday in Old West Durbin Room (basement) 2-5 PM

Professor:  Michael Heiman


Phone: 245-1338

E-mail: heiman@dickinson.edu


Office 110 Kaufman. Hours: Wed. 10-noon and Thursday 2 PM - 4 PM and by appointment


Dept. Coordinator:  Mary Orr, Kaufman 103 (245-1355)


Lab/Academic Coordinator: Vallie Edenbo, Kaufman 121 (245-1860)

Requirements and Grading With Due Dates:
Short Writing Exercises and Peer Review: 20 %:

a. Reflective writing on environmental justice in your home community: 5 %--9/5

b. Two "rich" discussion questions for each class, typed in advance based on assigned 



readings: 5%--Starting 9/7 and continuing each week.


c. Reflective essay on field trip: 5%--11/4


d. Peer reviews of oral presentation: 5%--done in class 12/7
 Class Project (Written presentation including drafts): 55%:

(See the Separate Project Manual for Details on the Independent Project and Poster Option)



a. Project Proposal with eight or more citations: 5%--9/12


b. Academic Journal-Style Abstract for project paper/poster: 5%--10/14


c. Complete First Draft: 20 %--11/18 (Alternative: 10-page paper and poster)



d. Final Project or Paper Presentation: 10%--12/7



e. Final Revised Draft or Poster: 10 %--12/9

Active Class Participation: 25 %: 



a. Class participation including seminar and field trip: 15 %


b. Student-led class discussion for one seminar session (options starred below): 10% 
Assigned Text: Rechtschaffen, Gauna, and O'Neil 2009. Environmental Justice: Law, Policy, 
and Regulation. (2nd Ed.) Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press (RGO)


(Available in Bookstore; ISBN: 978-1-59460-595-6), and on 2-hr reserve in library)
Weekly readings posted to Moodle

Course Format:  As this is a seminar, and not a lecture course with exams, students will have shared 
responsibility for choosing assigned readings and leading the weekly discussions. Primary 
evaluation will come through student participation in class, as well as through an independent 
research project, the results of which will be presented both in verbal and written form.

While students may choose any topic relating to environmental justice for their research paper, the 
topic must first be reviewed and approved by Professor Heiman (project proposal) to ascertain if 
the scope is feasible within the semester, and pertinent to the seminar focus and the amount of 
prior work the student may have already done on the topic (i.e., the work this semester must be 
new and not recycled from previous efforts). A Writing Manual should be consulted for written 
assignments.

Catalog Entry: A wide variety of evidence suggests that poor people and communities of color face a higher risk of environmental contamination and are less protected than more affluent white communities. In this capstone seminar we will explore different views on whether pollution is more concentrated in poor and minority communities and consider possible explanations for any disproportionate outcome such as through racism, market dynamics, and the class structure of contemporary American society. We will then consider environmental inequality at the international level, paying particular attention to how race and class influence exposure to both toxic contamination--often emanating from local factories serving a global market--as well as disproportionate exposure to, and protection against, climate change, arguably the most significant dilemma facing humanity today. Class readings, student-led discussions, and audio-visual presentations will be supplemented by a field trip to a community impacted by industrial pollution where we will learn how we can assist local residents involved in their fight for environmental justice.
Other Course Policies:
· Students are responsible for the material covered in this syllabus, including all due dates, 
required assignments, submission instructions, etc.
· You are expected to keep a backup copy of any document prepared for the course.
· In addition, students are responsible for keeping all graded work until course grades are posted at 
the end of the semester.  

· Attendance is expected at all course meetings, and students who miss meetings are responsible for 
what they missed. 
· Late work will be accepted for full credit only if it is accompanied by a medical excuse or 
confirmation of a family emergency from your advisor or an administrator. Five points will be 
deducted for every day that an assignment is late. 

· All written work must be typed and double-spaced, with your full name clearly shown on the first 
page. The posted file name must contain your last name followed by some indication of what 
the assignment is. Example: (Smith Project Proposal.doc) This will be submitted digitally via 
Moodle
· It is expected that students will check email regularly, as course information will often be 
conveyed via email. Please be sure that you have sufficient space to receive messages.

· Policies on academic conduct and plagiarism described in the Dickinson Student Handbook 
pertain.  

· Students with documented disabilities should discuss appropriate accommodations with the 
instructor during the first three weeks of classes.

As academic writing is an important component for training in this course, you are required to 
study the Citation Format and Writing Tips section of the class writing manual in addition to 
close attention to whatever style manual you were introduced to during your first year seminar. 
Pay particular attention to common word use mistakes, punctuation, and citations.
On-line Writing Tools: 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html: The Chicago Manual of Style Online


http://lis.dickinson.edu/Library/lp_find_info.html: Doing Research (Spahr Library website)

http://lis.dickinson.edu/Library/Research/CitingRes/index.htm: Library citation format page
Course Learning Goals for Senior Seminar

1) Students will establish a connection between their education and professional application through readings by, and site visits with, a variety of stakeholders involved with the practice and application of environmental science and policy. In so doing they will come to understand the context wherein they will be operating as professionals upon graduation.

2) Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which environmental and social-ecological conditions impact human health and well being.

3) Students will develop a deeply interdisciplinary understanding of the human-environment relationship; students will acquire the multidisciplinary literacy needed to appreciate the contribution of traditional disciplines, while achieving a more thorough integration than that provided by traditional discipline-bound methodologies and discourse.

4) Students will reach a critical understanding of sustainability as a quest for human well being within the context of the three goals of social equity, economic efficiency, and maintenance of ecological services over time.

5) Literacy: Students will be comfortable with reading, understanding, and using primary literature in the relevant fields, and be familiar with the process of academic peer review.

6) Writing:  Students will deepen their ability to think clearly, express oneself accurately, and apply these skills with both scientific and expressive writing. Students will be able to prepare a reference system incorporating all of the requisite items for a full citation as appears in the peer-reviewed literature.

College Statement on Accommodations for Disabilities 

In compliance with the Dickinson College policy and equal access laws, I am available to discuss requests made by students with disabilities for academic accommodations. The Coordinator of Disability Services must verify such requests in advance. She will provide a signed copy of an accommodation letter, which must be presented to me prior to any accommodations being offered. Requests for academic accommodations should be made during the first three weeks of the semester (except for unusual circumstances) so that timely and appropriate arrangements can be made.

Students requesting accommodations are required to register with Disability Services, located in Academic Advising, first floor of Biddle House. Please contact Marni Jones, Coordinator of Disability Services (at ext. 1080 or jonesmar@dickinson.edu) to verify eligibility for reasonable and appropriate accommodations.
Academic Honesty Policy
Students are expected to uphold the Community Standards and Procedures for Academic Conduct (beginning on page 3 of the pamphlet Dickinson College Community Standards 
Available: http://www.dickinson.edu/student-life/resources/dean-of-students/content/Resources-for-Students/ These standards consider the following acts to be academic dishonesty: plagiarism, allowing another student to copy your work or your ideas, submitting work previously used in another class without informing the instructor, and/or tampering with the work of others. 
Dickinson College's Official Policy on Citing Sources and Plagiarism
It is necessary for you to give proper credit to all of the resources you use in your research papers. Plagiarism is a violation of Dickinson's Student Code of Conduct, and is a specific form of cheating defined in the code as follows:


1) To plagiarize is to use without proper citation or acknowledgment the words, ideas, or work of another. Whenever one relies on someone else for phraseology, even for only two or three words, one must acknowledge indebtedness by using quotation marks and giving the source, either in the text or in a footnote.  


2) When one borrows facts that are not matters of general knowledge, including all statistics and translations, one must indicate one's indebtedness in the text or footnote. When one borrows an idea or the logic of an argument, one must acknowledge indebtedness either in a footnote or in the text. When in doubt, footnote. (Academic Standards Committee, November 1965)
Class Discussion Leaders

* For the starred sessions below, a student (or students if two topics **) will be responsible for suggesting class readings posted to Moodle (to be completed prior to class meeting) and for helping to lead class discussion. The readings will be in addition to whatever Prof. Heiman assigns, and should amount to approximately 1 1/2 hours of additional reading time (est. 30 pages for one student, 15 each for two)--more or less depending on what else is assigned for that week (about 3-4 hours total including text). Following review of the assigned readings, the student-assigned reading materials can be assembled by visiting the various environmental justice and policy texts in the Spahr Library and by viewing the web sites listed below. In ever case, students must first consult with Prof. Heiman to prepare the assignment, which will subsequently be posted to Moodle or placed on reserve at the library (if from a text) at least one week in advance of the class meeting. Several rich discussion questions should be prepared in advance and distributed at the class meeting (in addition to the two questions each seminar participant prepares for each session).

Class Schedule 
While the reading assignments remain as posted to Moodle, actual topics will likely change day-
by day driven by student interest, contributions, and class discussion. Specific topical content 
is not as significant as course context. Student-suggested topics and case studies will be 
considered for inclusion in the syllabus.
Primary readings will be assigned and posted to Moodle on a weekly basis 

RGO refers to the assigned text for the class. Plan on 3-4 hours of background reading/week
August 31:Introduction and Course Outline: 


A. Contending Perspectives on: 



What is "Environment?" 



What Constitutes an Environmental "Problem?" 



Class, Race, and Gender as influencing one's experience, education, perception, 



ethics, and understanding of environmental problems and their solutions



What is Racism?



What is Justice? 



What are Environmental Racism and Justice?


B. Forms of Discrimination: Racism, Classism, Sexism, and White Privilege


Video, class exercise, and discussion on our own experience with environmental 



contamination and discrimination.


Reading:  RGO: Chapter 1 and Chapter 3 pp. 102-105.



Moodle: As assigned to support class discussion. 

Sept. 5 (M): Reflective Writing on Environmental Issues in Your Home Community due by 
5PM. Approximately 1000 words (4 pages of text double-spaced)

*Sept. 7: The Birth of a Movement 


a. Love Canal NY and the Grassroots Toxics Movement


b. Warren County NC and the EJ Movement

c. Select Case Studies Across the US

Reading: RGO Chapter 2 and Moodle as assigned
Sept. 12 (M) Case Study (Paper) Proposal (with eight proper citations) due by 5 PM (see 
Writing Manual)

**Sept. 14: Women and the Environmental Justice Movement/Theories of Causation for 
Disproportionate Siting 

Reading: RGO Chapter 3 and Moodle as assigned. Read ahead for next week's long 


assignment.
**Sept. 21: EJ and Energy Procurement: From Fossil Fuels to Renewable Energy/ EJ and 
Mountaintop Removal in West Virginia/Native Americans, Nuclear Waste, and EJ


Reading: RGO Chapter 4 and Moodle as assigned

*Sept. 28: EJ and Unnatural Disasters along the Gulf Coast: The Impact of Hurricane 
Katrina and the BP Oil Well Blow Out

Reading: Moodle as assigned

**Oct. 5: Permitting and Enforcement/ EJ and Food Production

Reading: RGO Chapter 8, Chapter 10 pp. 328-353, and Moodle as assigned

**Oct. 12: Cleaning up Brownfields/ EJ With Transportation, Housing, and 
Environmental Review



Reading: RGO Chapters 9 and 11 and Moodle as assigned

October 14 (F): 300-world abstract for paper due by 5PM (see Writing Manual)
Oct. 19: No Class (in lieu of Field Trip to Chester PA on 10/29)


However Reading Assignment: RGO Chapters 5, 6, and 7 (a long assignment to back 
up class on Nov. 2nd. It is critical that you start now and read this material in advance.)
**Oct. 26: EJ in Pennsylvania: Harrisburg and Chester Case Studies


Reading: Moodle as assigned
October 29 (Saturday): EJ Field Trip to Chester, PA Leave 9:30 AM return 8 PM
**Nov. 2: Environmental Discrimination Through Regulation and Risk Assessment/ 
Cancer Alley--EJ in Louisiana.


Special guest: Willie Fontenot--Environmental Sage, Baton Rouge, LA

Reading: RGO Chapters 5, 6 and Chapter 7 (You should have read ahead)



Moodle as assigned
Nov. 4 (F): Reflective Essay on Field Trip (approximately 1,000 words) due by 5 PM posted 
to Moodle. 
*Nov. 9: Globalization and Environmental Justice: Impact and Responsibility

Reading: RGO Chapter 10 pp. 317-328, Chapter 12 pp. 389-417, and Moodle as 



assigned
*Nov. 16: Environmental Justice and Mitigation: Justice Issues With Carbon Offset 
Trading and Other Strategies Addressing Environmental Dislocation (Climate,
 
Water, Food, Poverty, etc.)

Reading: RGO Chapter 12 pp. 417-432 and Moodle as assigned
Nov. 18 (F): Complete First Draft of Paper Due by 5 PM posted to Moodle
Nov. 23: No class (Thanksgiving)

**Nov. 30: EJ Solutions and Fighting Injustice/Diversifying the Environmental Movement


Reading:  Moodle as assigned and RGO (recommended) Chapter 13 on legal 



remedies and Chapter 14 on Constitutional civil rights claims
Dec. 7:  Project Presentations: 10 minutes each with two 10-minute peer-review sessions.

Dec. 9: Final Paper Due December 9 by 5 PM posted to Moodle
Web Sites For ES 406 Seminar on Environmental Justice:

1. Reference Guides (for styles and citations to use for your project papers)


http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html: The Chicago Manual of Style Online


http://lis.dickinson.edu/Library/lp_find_info.html: Doing Research (Spahr Library website)

http://lis.dickinson.edu/Library/Research/CitingRes/index.htm: Library citation format page
2. Toxic Release Inventory Access Sites (for EJ work in local communities):


http://www.epa.gov/tri/: EPA’s main page for the TRI data system and report


http://www.epa.gov/triexplorer/: USEPA direct access to TRI database--exportable to Excel


http://www.scorecard.org: Environmental Defense--easily accessible database on right-to-




know (TRI) and a whole lot more--just type in location 

http://toxmap.nlm.nih.gov/toxmap/main/index.jsp Interactive map for tracking toxin chemicals 



http://toxmap.nlm.nih.gov/toxmap/main/index.jsp: National Library of Medicine toxic chemical 
maps based on TRI and Superfund data.


http://epamap14.epa.gov/ejmap/entry.html: EPA's environmental justice mapping program

3. Environmental Action and Justice Groups: To locate communities for case studies


http://www.epa.gov/compliance/environmentaljustice/index.html: Main EJ page for USEPA

http://www.ejnet.org/ej/: Environmental Justice Network (EJN)
http://www.ejrc.cau.edu: Environmental Justice Resource Center at Clark Atlanta University

http://www.chej.org: Center for Health, Environment, and Justice 


http://www.leanweb.org/: Louisiana Environmental Network


http://www.cleanairboard.org/: The Clean Air Board of Central Pennsylvania


http://www.lowersusquehannariverkeeper.org/: Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 

http://www.PennEnvironment.org: PennEnvironment--a coalition of local environmental groups. 

http://www.actionpa.org: PA ACTION Center--to train local activists (including students)

http://www.energyjustice.net/: PA Energy Justice Network (linked with PA Action and EJN)

http://www.pennfuture.org: Penn Future--excellent internship site for qualified students


http://www.dep.state.pa.us: PA Dept. of Environmental Protection (PADEP)


http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/ejab/14051: PADEP Environmental 

Justice Advisory Board-- See their new member at: 
http://climate.bna.com/climate/document.aspx?ID=157833



http://www.seac.org: The Student Environmental Action Coalition (national student action)


http://www.environmentaldiversity.org/index.html: Center for Diversity and the Environment


http://www.umich.edu/~snre492/cases.html: Case studies done for a class at U. Michigan



Warning--dated and not to be taken as a good example for writing or citations


http://www.nbejn.org/: National Black Environmental Justice Network


http://www.dscej.org: The Deep South Center for Environmental Justice (Louisiana)


http://www.ienearth.org/index.html: The Indigenous Environmental Network


http://www.thestrategycenter.org/: The Labor Community Strategy Center (Los Angeles)


http://www.sric.org: Southwest Research and Information Center


http://www.weact.org/: West Harlem (NYC) Environmental Action


http://www.kftc.org/: Kentuckians for the Commonwealth


http://www.ejfoundation.org/: (UK--Major global EJ coverage)


http://www.carbontradewatch.org/: Carbon Trade Watch (clearinghouse for research on carbon 
trading and international environmental justice): 
4. Environmental News (to keep up with breaking environmental news):
http://www.grist.org/: Grist Magazine--an on-line compilation of 


breaking environmental news from national and international source


http://www.alternet.org Alternet--on-line news from the alternative press on current affairs

http://www.rachel.org: Archive of 1,000 issue papers on environmental science and regulation


http://www.envirolink.org: For almost everything else--one of the largest env. web sites


http://www.ewg.org: Environmental Working Group access to major environmental issues 



http://www.webdirectory.com: A major environmental search engine 
[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



PAGE  
2

